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The final WSEN event was held at Gresford Memorial Hall -
The event was a huge success with over 50 attendees

from local organisations who were all able to obtain copies
of the Manual for Developing Social Enterprises and hear
from sector representatives, about the success of the
Wrexham Social Economy Project and the future of

social enterprise support for the area.

Nicola Millar, Social Economy Manager for Wrexham County Borough Council,
opened proceedings with a presentation about the Wrexham Social Economy Project
and its achievements over the past two years.

Nicola then launched the Manual for

Developing Social Enterprises, a major output for
the project in terms of assisting local organisations
to look at business models as a route to
sustainability. Jerry Spencer of Liverpool Plus
spoke of the benefits of the partnership between
his organisation and the Wrexham Social Economy
Project that has resulted in such a fantastic tool
being made available to organisations in the
Wrexham and Liverpool areas. Jerry also praised
the efforts of the network and expressed his hope
that it can continue in some way after the project
and that it would be down to commitment and a
desire to form a social enterprise movement by
local social economy organisations.



Chris Morrish, of the Welsh Assembly Government
(WAG), provided an overview of the commitment by
WAG to the social economy and social enterprise sector.
He stressed that targets for the current Social Enterprise
Strategy for Wales were set by the Working Group made
up of representatives from the social enterprise sector
itself and that the document would be reviewed annually
with a full re write after three years.

The future agenda for the Welsh Assembly Government
also includes a Representative body for the sector,

a database of Social Enterprises in Wales, and annual
sector conference and further sector specific awareness
raising and training.

Gail Merriman of the Welsh Development

Agency (WDA) provided details of the support that
has been available through the WDA and the
appointment of Janet Jones, the Social Economy
Manager for North Wales. Gail mentioned the
possibility of mentoring programmes that are
currently being explored, however she also
stressed that future support is dependent on what
happens following the merger of the WDA and
WAG on 1% April.

Sandra Hughes of AVOW addressed members with plans
to continue the network in the future and advised

that AVOW would be making contact with all members of
WSEN for suggestions as to the format. Sandra also
advised that AVOW would continue to offer capacity
building and support and guidance to organisations
operating in the community and voluntary sector and that
this would not stop with the completion of the Wrexham
Social Economy Project.



Finally Nicola Millar closed the event with thanks to the support that members had
provided to the network and its events and paid tribute to Sasha Hughes, Social
Economy Development Officer, for her commitment and hard work during the course
of the project.




