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FOREWORD

AND CANAL

by The Rt Hon James Purnell MP, WORLD HERITAGE

Secretary of State for Culture, Media and Sport
NOMINATION

The World Heritage Convention has proved to be an effective and positive force in bringing
together nations from all over the world to safeguard collectively sites of Outstanding
Universal Value. Since the United Kingdom signed up to the Convention in 1984, we have
fully supported UNESCO and the World Heritage Committee in its implementation. We
continue to support UNESCO in its initiatives to achieve a thematic and geographical
balance of properties on the World Heritage List and to identify potential World Heritage
Sites in technological and other categories that are currently under-represented on the List.

I am therefore delighted that the United Kingdom Government is now able to nominate
Pontceysyllte Aqueduct and Canal. Largely situated in Wales, the Site is a supreme example
of a highly-engineered inland waterways transport route and an heroic monument which
symbolises the technological innovation and technical achievement that played such a crucial
role in, and contributed significantly to, the Industrial Revolution during the late eighteenth
and early nineteenth centuries.

I am extremely grateful to the Welsh Assembly Government for their support for this
nomination, the first from the United Kingdom for a site that extends across country
borders. I would also like to express my thanks to the many people and organisations who
have worked in a spirit of partnership to develop this nomination and its accompanying
Management Plan. On behalf of the United Kingdom Government, I am delighted to give
my full support to this nomination for World Heritage status.

\\M‘% James Purnell MP,

Secretary of State
for Culture, Media
and Sport

FOREWORD
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PREFACE

AND CANAL

by The Right Honourable Rhodri Morgan AM WORLD HERITAGE

First Minister for Wales
NOMINATION

Wales is a nation with a deep and diverse heritage. That is why we already have two

unique and important World Heritage inscriptions, Blaenavon Industrial Landscape and

the Castles and Town Walls of King Edward I in Gwynedd. This new nomination rightly
places Pontcysyllte Aqueduct and Canal alongside these two and is the first since power over
domestic affairs was devolved to Wales in 1999. If accepted, Pontcysyllte will join other sites of
Outstanding Universal Value around the globe that are inscribed on the World Heritage List.

Pontcysyllte Aqueduct and its canal are loved and admired by the people of Wales and
others from across the world. The aqueduct figured highly in a recent national poll to
celebrate the wonders of Wales, and the consultation on this nomination has demonstrated
overwhelming support from the general public: more than ninety-four per cent endorsed
the proposal. The Site is appreciated internationally by those interested in the creative
innovation of the Enlightenment or the history of early industrialisation and by those who
have thrilled to the sheer mastery of the elements displayed by the “sky-borne canal’. Since
1947 the canal has come to be known and enjoyed by hundreds of thousands of participants
from all continents in the Llangollen International Eisteddfod that takes place on its banks
every year, one of the largest international dance and music festivals in the world and the
stage on which Luciano Pavarotti first performed.

I wish to thank especially the lead partners among many who have worked to make this such
an excellent Nomination, particularly Wrexham County Borough Council, British Waterways,
my officials in Cadw and the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments
of Wales. I hope that in due course World Heritage Site status will allow Wales to share
Ponteysyllte Aqueduct and Canal ever more effectively with the international community.

Lhndni /noygon

Rhodri Morgan AM
First Minister
for Wales
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
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WORLD HERITAGE

NOMINATION

State Party
United Kingdom

State, Province or Region
Wales and England, with elements of the Site in Wrexham County Borough
and the County of Denbighshire in Wales, and the Borough of Oswestry and
County of Shropshire in England.

Name of Property/Site
Ponteysyllte Aqueduct and Canal

Geographical co-ordinates to nearest second
The centre of the nominated World Heritage Site, at Pontcysyllte Aqueduct, is at:
Latitude: 52° 58' 13" N Longitude: 3°5'11"W.

Textual Description of the boundaries of the Nominated Property
The Nominated Site’s boundaries have been drawn to include all those areas or
attributes that are a direct and tangible expression of its Outstanding Universal
Value: the canal and its engineering features together with remains associated with
its construction and historical operation. It consists of 11 miles/18 kilometres of
continuous waterway, from Horseshoe Falls near Llangollen to Gledrid Bridge near
Rhoswiel. The boundary encompasses the full extent of the construction works of
the canal and all its major engineering features together with areas of land relating

to important views of and from the key structures.

The Buffer Zone takes in extensive land in the Dee Valley and the Ceiriog Valley.
Landscape Planners from the respective Local Authorities have identified a
boundary which follows the topographical ridgeline on both sides of the valley. In
places where the ridgelines are less distinct, the Buffer Zone is drawn to incorporate
all areas which contribute to the visual setting of the Site and features of related
historic interest identified in an Industrial Archaeology study.

The area of the Nominated Site is 105 hectares. The area of the Site together with
the Buffer Zone is 4,250 hectares.
Opposite: Map 1. A map

Map of the Nominated Property showing the boundaries
) of the Nominated Site
(see facing page) and Buffer Zone.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY



Opposite: Aerial view
of Trevor Basin and
Pontcysyllte Aqueduct.

Proposed statement of Outstanding
Universal Value

Ponteysyllte Aqueduct and Canal in North
Wales, built between 1795 and 1808,
is a masterpiece of historic transport
development and the greatest work of two
outstanding figures in the history of civil
engineering: Thomas Telford and William
Jessop. Pontcysyllte Aqueduct crossed the
Dee Valley by nineteen spans at a height
of 126 feet/38.4 metres. Its application of
the new technology of cast iron to create
the tallest and longest navigable aqueduct
in the world was a daring and spectacular
achievement. The associated 11 mile/18
kilometre section of navigable waterway
is an outstanding example of advances in
canal building in the Industrial Revolution,
one of the fundamental turning points of
human history. The Site exhibits important
international interchanges of values in
inland navigation, civil engineering and the
application of iron to structural design.
The Nominated Site has a high degree
of integrity and authenticity. The whole
of the intensively-engineered section of
the waterway is within the Site boundary
and no major features have been lost or
damaged. Changes made to the formation
of the waterway and its engineering features
during its continuing working life as a
navigation have been largely superficial. Its
central structure, Pontcysyllte Aqueduct,
has been protected as a Scheduled Ancient
Monument of National Importance since
1958 and was recently the subject of an
exemplary conservation programme. The
Nominated Site and its extensive Buffer
Zone are protected and managed by
multiple designations and planning controls.
The canal is in state ownership through the
medium of British Waterways. A robust
World Heritage Site Management Plan
has been prepared by the local authorities,
British Waterways and national heritage
bodies, who have come together in a
strategic partnership for the purposes of
its identification, protection, conservation,
presentation and transmission to future
generations.

Criteria under which Inscription is
proposed and justification

Criterion i)

The Nominated Site is the masterpiece

of two of the exceptional figures in the
heroic phase of civil engineering in the late
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries.

Criterion ii)

The Nominated Site exhibits important
international interchanges of values in
inland navigation, civil engineering and the
application of iron to structural design.

Criterion iv)

The Nominated Site is an outstanding
example of transport improvements in the
Industrial Revolution, which initiated the
process of industrialisation that spread to
Europe, North America and the entire

globe.

Name and contact information of official
local institution/agency

ORGANISATION:
Wrexham County Borough Council

ADDRESS:

Economic Development Department
Lambpit Street

Wrexham

LL11 1AR

United Kingdom

Tel: 44 (0) 1978 292460
Fax: 44 (0) 1978 292445

E-mail: dawn.roberts@wrexham.gov.uk

Website: www.wrexham.gov.uk/aqueduct
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SECTION

IDENTIFICATION OF THE PROPERTY

A very important improvement was made, in England, a few years since,
in constructing aqi,teducts.

John White Webster, John Ware, Daniel Treadwell,
‘Sketches of the Progress of Inventions, connected with Navigable Canals’,
The Boston Journal of Philosophy and the Arts (1824)

l.a State Party and Country l.c Name of the Property

The State Party is the UNITED KINGDOM PONTCYSYLLTE AQUEDUCT

_ o , AND CANAL
The nominated Site lies within two Countries:

10.5 miles/ 17 kilometres in Wales

. hical co-ordi
0.5 miles/ 1 kilometre in England Ld Geograp ical co-ordinates

to the nearest second

Ponteysyllte Aqueduct is situated in

1.b Region Wrexham County Borough, in north-east Opposite: Maps 2 and 3.
Wales. Th £ the Nomi d World and Regional
ales. e centre ot the Nominate Maps showing the

Wal d England, with el ts of the Sit
ares and Bgiand, with elements otHe STe - \world Heritage Site, Pontcysyllte location of Pontcysyllte

in Wrexlr.lam (?ouTlty Borough and the County Aqueduct, is at: Aqueduct and Canal.
of Denbighshire in Wales, and the Borough of
. . 90 =Ql 1A Ponteysyllte Aqueduct
Oswestry and County of Shropshire in England. Latitude: 52°58' 13" N contraysti d Witg the
Longitude: 35 11"W older Cysyllte Bridge
in a watercolour by
(See Maps 2 and 3) John Glover, ¢.1800.
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Map 4: A map showing the boundaries of the Nominated Site and Buffer Zone.
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Map 5. A map detailing
the Nominated Site
boundary at Chirk
Aqueduct.

l.e Maps and plans showing
boundaries of the Property

i) Map 4: Nominated Site and Buffer Zone
—map at 1:35000 to show the 11 miles/18
kilometres Site and Buffer Zone;

ii) Map 5: Site boundary detail at Chirk
Aqueduct;

iii) Map 6: Site boundary detail at
Pontcysyllte Aqueduct; and

iv) Map 7: Site boundary detail at the
Horseshoe Falls.

PONTCYSYLLTE AQUEDUCT AND CANAL

1.f Area of the Property

In accordance with World Heritage
guidelines, the Nominated Site’s boundaries
have been drawn to include all those
areas or attributes which are a direct and
tangible expression of its Outstanding
Universal Value — as a masterpiece of
canal engineering and an outstanding
representation of the improvement
of transport during the Industrial
Revolution. The Site includes the canal
and its engineering features together with
remains associated with its construction
and historical operation such as engineer’s
houses, wharves and lengthman’s cottages.
It contains 11 miles/18 kilometres of
waterway from Horseshoe Falls to Gledrid
Bridge near Rhoswiel; two major aqueducts
at Pontcysyllte and Chirk plus two others;
two tunnels at Chirk and Whitehouses;
thirty-one bridges; fifteen embankments;
sixteen cuttings; seven sluices; Horseshoe
Falls and two floodweirs; eighteen culverts
and associated buildings at Chirk Bank,






