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Non —Technical Summary of the Environmental Statement

Wrexham Industrial Estate Access Road — Southern Access Road

Introduction

Wrexham County Borough Council (WCBC) is
promoting a scheme to improve access to
Wrexham Industrial Estate (WIE). The scheme
involves the provision of two new and improved
access roads to the north and south of the Estate.
The two access roads have been developed as a
single scheme, however separate planning
applications and statutory procedures are to be
submitted for the northern and southern access
roads. The access roads could be constructed
together or at different times, depending on the
availability of funding and the progression of the
scheme through the planning and Statutory Order
stages.

This document explains the proposals for the
southern access road and summarises in non-
technical language the Environmental Statement
that has been published in accordance with EC
Directive 85/337 as amended by 97/11/EEC.

A Welsh language version of the written text of this
Non Technical Summary is also available.

Why the Scheme is Needed

WIE suffers from poor links to the strategic highway
network and as a consequence is less attractive to
new businesses and does not help with the
retention of existing firms. The existing access to
the Estate is via narrow country roads and
residential areas, which can become heavily
congested at peak times. Hugmore Lane in the
north carries a daily average of around 12,000
vehicles, and Bedwell Road in the south carries
around 5700 vehicles — heavy goods vehicles
represent about 14% of these flows. If the scheme
is not built, daily flows on these roads will continue
to increase, with increased flows of around 15,500
and 8,000 forecasted by 2025.

The A534 in the Llan-y-Pwll area has a particularly
poor accident record, with two fatal, three serious
and twenty-three slight accidents between 1998
and 2002.

To enable the Estate to compete effectively with
other major employment sites in the region, and to
encourage economic development, it is essential

that high quality, direct and convenient access to
the strategic highway network is provided.

The scheme has been designed to alleviate
congestion, improve safety and journey time
reliability, and provide a better environment for local
communities.

Scheme Objectives

The agreed objectives for the scheme are:

. To provide direct northern and southern
accesses to the Estate from the A483 (T) and
A525 respectively, to support economic
development;

. To achieve significant environmental benefits
for local residents at Llan-y-Pwll, Cross
Lanes and Hugmore Lane by the removal of
through traffic;

. To achieve significant road safety benefits,
particularly on the section of the A534 at
Llan-y-Pwll and Hugmore Lane;

. To create a commodious route around the
east side of Wrexham.

Alternatives Considered

An assessment of alternative options in 2003,
which included public transport, rail and other non-
road options, concluded that improved access
roads was the only feasible option for solving the
current access problems. The assessment included
economic and environmental factors.



