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Dear Colleague

CONSULTATION ON ADMISSION ARRANGEMENTS FOR 2011/2012
In accordance with Section 89 of The School Standards & Framework Act 1998, I am writing to consult with you about Wrexham Local Authority’s proposed admission arrangements for 2011/2012.  In terms of the Relevant Area, for the purpose of this consultation, the ‘Relevant Area’ determined for Wrexham LA is the geographical area of Wrexham County Borough Council.
The new Welsh Assembly Government School Admission Code was introduced in July 2009, with full compliance required by the school year 2011/2012.  Admission authorities must “act in accordance with” the Code which replaces the Welsh Office Code of Practice on School Admissions published in April 1999.  The main changes highlighted by the Code are:
· the prohibition of the use of certain oversubscription criteria

which are unfair or undesirable;

· a requirement that admission authorities’ oversubscription criteria

includes ‘looked after children’ (children in care) as the first

criterion in all instances;

· a prohibition on local authorities informally delegating to

schools responsibility for determining admissions applications

(except where the whole function of acting as admission

authority has been formally delegated to the governing body);

· the setting of a) single dates of return within each local authority

for all admission applications made during the normal admissions

round and b) single dates on which decision letters should be

issued within each local authority;

· a requirement that waiting lists are maintained where schools

are oversubscribed; and

· clarification and strengthening the role of admission forums.
In addition, with regard to sixth form admission arrangements, applications for admission/entry to a sixth form may be made by either the parent or the young person or both.  
The basic policies and practices as shown in the Parents’ & Carers’ Guide to Education Services in Wrexham 2010/2011 will remain largely unchanged (the document is available on our website at www.wrexham.gov.uk).  A proposed common Admission Timetable for 2011/2012 is currently under discussion with neighbouring authorities.
The LA is working to implement the recommendations of the Primary Review Report (March 2007) which includes the amalgamation of infant and junior schools.  Currently consultation is ongoing concerning the proposal to amalgamate Victoria Infant and Junior schools.  As part of the more general review of primary school places, the LA has amalgamated infant and junior schools in Acton to form a new through primary school which opened in September 2009.  
The LA has consulted on the future of provision in the Ceiriog Valley.  A report will be made to the Council when all options consulted upon are available.  Currently the LA is awaiting the enactment of Federation Regulations (Wales) and will await the response of the three schools before making final recommendations.

The LA has started a public consultation on the future of Welsh medium provision in the north of the County Borough.  Stakeholders have been asked to provide the LA with their views on how such provision should be delivered.  The officers will report on this first phase of the consultation in December.  Officers will then begin to identify potential sites for this additional provision and will consult with stakeholders once again at this stage.

Erddig and Caia nursery schools are also under review.  The LA proposes to discontinue Erddig Nursery from September 2010 and will provide provision for these pupils at St Giles VC School and the proposed 3-11 school on the current Victoria Site.  Officers are currently consulting on the future of Caia Nursery School and will report to Members in the New Year.  Any proposals affecting this school will take effect from September 2011 at the earliest.

The LA is in the process of rebuilding the current primary school at Rhosymedre.  With effect from September 2011 it is proposed that the school will have an admission number of 30.

The LA consults annually on school admission numbers, please find attached primary and secondary lists for your information.
I attach a copy of the current admission arrangements and would be grateful to receive any comments you may wish to make in respect of the above by Friday 26 February 2010 as the LA must have completed consultation by 1 March 2010 and determined its admission arrangements by 15 April 2010.
Yours sincerely

John Davies
Chief Learning & Achievement Officer

Enc:
Current admission arrangements


Primary and Secondary Admission Number Lists
     G:\ADMISSIONS\FORUM\LtrConsultationJan10.doc

