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WREXHAM LOCAL ACCESS FORUM

CONFIRMED MINUTES

Thirty-eighth meeting of the Forum held at Village Hall, Llanarmon Dyffryn Ceiriog on Friday 20th August 2010 at 1.30 pm 

24/10
ATTENDANCE & APOLOGIES

Attendance:


PRESIDING OFFICER AND SECRETARY
Carla McCusker
CHAIR







Mabyn Pickering (MP)



MEMBERS





NON MEMBERS

Sue Gittins (SG)




Sean Hanratty (SH) - WCBC 

Martin Howorth (MH)



Sion Roberts (SR) - WCBC

Edward Wardle (EW)



K. Walker (KW)
Gerald Moss (GM)




K. Edwards (KE)



Mary Roberts (MR)



D. Matthews (DM)
Shelagh Roberts (SR)



S. Crawshaw (SC)
Tim Stratton (TS)

Guy Springett (GS)

George Kinder (GK)

John Cooper-Poole (JCP)

Mike Crawshaw (MC)

APOLOGIES - MEMBERS
Janet Williams (JW), John Evans (JE), Natalie Edwards (NE), Gwynfor Jones (GJ), Peter Cade (PC)
APOLOGIES - NON-MEMBERS

Alun Price 

25/10
Minutes and Matters arising from meeting held on 14th May 2010
Community Councils – At the last meeting, it had been suggested that the Chair contact Community Councils regarding concerns with the new Glastir scheme. The Chair advised that this suggestion had not been acted upon as the Glastir project has since moved on - a presentation had taken place at the recent LAF Annual Conference and the Welsh Assembly had subsequently provided the Chair with a copy of a map which included permissive paths. The Chair explained that the Assembly had requested a response within a very tight timescale. The Chair and Vice-Chair had identified and named four paths to the Assembly. 
A copy of the map was passed to members at the meeting and is available from the Chair / Vice-Chair for perusal. SR advised that the map is incorrect for her farm.
Members of the Forum commented that any objections with regard to permissive paths and the Glastir project are between the farmer and the Welsh Assembly. Farmers are within their rights to object to any proposals. 
Action 
Chair to inform the Welsh Assembly about the map error relating to SR’s farm.
Dog Fouling - The Chair advised that bins are being erected at Erddig and some progress had been made.
Denbighshire LAF– SR advised that the Denbighshire LAF has been reconvened and a meeting has recently been held. 
Action 

Secretary / Chair to make contact with the Denbighshire LAF with a view to pursuing cross border issues.
26/10
Chairs Report

Legacy Path - The Community Council have given their approval for the Chair to pursue this matter with the National Grid.
Forum Membership - Natalie Edwards has submitted her resignation to the Chair. A name has been offered to the Chair as a replacement. MH advised that the LA are responsible for considering nominations and appointing new members onto the Forum, whilst taking LAF views into consideration. 

LAF Annual Conference - The Secretary and Chair had attended the LAF Annual Conference in Builth Wells on 20th May 2010. The Chair advised that information from Wayne Hughes relating to dog control orders was reported on at the conference. The Chair has information on dog control orders and LAF work plans for 2010-11 if anyone would like copies. Papers from the conference will be circulated when they are available. 
27/10
Secretary’s Report
The Secretary advised of a change of name to Carla Hughes. The LAF email address remains the same, however her personal Council email address has changed. 
Action
Secretary to email new contact details to members.
28/10
Report from Access Rangers
The volunteer web site has now gone out live on the Council website. Hopefully this should increase the number of volunteers. Work on this year’s Rights of Way Improvement plan has begun. Thirty new galvanised kissing gates have been ordered which will replace stiles on urban fringe and village paths. The rangers are also looking into the possibility of replacing stiles along the River Dee path from Holt to Bangor on Dee with kissing gates. 

The bridge survey work is now completed and the team are in the process of getting quotes and prices for replacing and repairing various types of bridges throughout the county.

One hundred new footpath signs should hopefully be installed across the county before the end of the year. 

The Community path project in the Chirk area is ahead of schedule and work on Offa’s Dyke National Trail has now been completed. 

The next guided walk will take place on Thursday September the 2nd and will start from this exact location. 
SG raised concern at the narrowness of the stiles on the paths between the back of the schools and the Penley Road in Overton. 

Action
Rights of Way team to investigate concerns raised. 
29/10 
Annual Report for year ending 31st March 2010
The Chair advised that JCP wrote an initial draft annual report for 2009, based on existing guidance in this area however the initial draft was subsequently amended. JCP advised that he is willing to work on the report for year ending 31st March 2010, in collaboration with the Chair.
30/10
Distribution of Minutes
Following a concern at the length of time that it takes for the minutes to appear on the Council website, the Chair had contacted Jo Ronald at CCW for advice regarding the correct protocol. Jo Ronald had referred the Chair to the statutory instrument for LAFS under constitution 15.7.
The Chair asked members to vote and it was agreed to continue with current procedures under the constitution as it stands.
31/10 
Local Development Plan

The six week consultation period which ran from Friday 4th June to Friday 16th July 2010 has now ended. 

The Chair advised that the LAF were in danger of not being consulted, however TS had contacted the LA to request that the LAF are added to the list of consultees. TS submitted comments on behalf of the LAF and the Chair had received a letter of acknowledgment. 

Concern was raised as public rights of way were not referred to on the plan. MH explained that whilst the Local Development Plan does not make specific reference to some landmarks, such as parks, the ROWIP does link in with the plan and they are taken into account. 

The Chair questioned what the next stage is now that the LAF have submitted comments. MH advised that the LA will look at all comments received and the plan will be subject to a public enquiry. MH suggested that the Chair makes regular checks on the Council website to see how the plan is progressing over the next 2 years.

Action 

Chair and Vice-Chair to monitor. 

32/10 
4x4s in the Countryside 
The Chair extended thanks to MC for organising the walk that morning and for highlighting concerns regarding 4x4s to the LAF. 

A number of farmers were in attendance as observers. The Chair asked if they would share their concerns with members. Concern was voiced at the number of 4x4s that are driving onto farmland because they are unable to access the deteriorated Wayfarer Road, which was last repaired approximately six years ago. As a result farmland is being left in very poor condition. The Council had advised that they would supply stones for the road on 12th September 2010. The farmers were unhappy that their telephone calls and emails to the council had not been responded to. By law farmers are required to check and inspect their sheep once a day, however owing to the current deterioration of farmland it has not been possible for farmers to access their sheep. 

It was reported that Alvin Hughes and David Smith from CCW have visited the site on more than one occasion. GS confirmed that Crag has volunteers who are willing to help but they are waiting for permission to go ahead from the Council. 

MH stated that the Street Scene co-ordinator for the Ceiriog valley is John Edwards. John Walsh is the Area Manager. MH suggested that contact is made with John Edwards in the first instance to try and move things on. Following discussion amongst the group, it was agreed that the minutes of the meeting should be forwarded to John Edwards and copied to John Walsh so that they are made aware of the concerns raised. 

It was suggested that the farmers contact the local County Councillor. SC advised that she is Clerk to the Community Council in the area. SC stated that the condition of the road leads to problems with drainage. Four site meetings have already taken place and extensive time has been put into resolving the matter to no avail. SC argued that as the tracks are open to vehicular traffic, the onus for maintenance should be placed on the Highways Department. 

The Chair summarised by stating the LAF members have listened to the concerns raised at the meeting and note that there is considerable disquiet in the local community about the lack of progress. The LAF strongly supports the idea that the road is in urgent need of repair.
Action

Secretary to send copy of minutes to John Edwards cc. John Walsh. 

Action 

GS to contact Crag to pursue further.

33/10 
Countryside Council for Wales
Alun Price has recently changed roles and was unable to attend the meeting on this occasion. A different representative may attend hereafter. 
Action

Chair to investigate future CCW representation. 
34/10 
Any Other Business

· Footpath at Glyn Ceiriog 55 - Concern was raised at the proposed downgrading of a bridleway at Glyn Ceiriog 55. The Chair advised that objections must be submitted in writing to the Local Authority. The Chair informed SH that the LAF are objecting to the proposed downgrading and handed a letter of objection to SH at the meeting. SH advised that if there is a public enquiry, the LAF are able to nominate a representative to attend. TS agreed to attend a public enquiry if one should go ahead (assuming that TS is still a member of the WLAF).
· Increasing access on Ruabon Mountain - TS reported that the BHS Bridleways group has been in touch with the Wynnstay’s agent regarding increasing access for riders on the Ruabon Mountain. The agent has responded positively and appears to be open to improved access in the area. TS asked the Forum for advice on how to proceed. Following discussion at the meeting, it was noted that CCW are unlikely to give authority for another footpath. In addition, the CCW would need specific details before they would be prepared to give consent. Members advised that the landowner would have the authority to decide who permissive paths are open to and suggested that the landowners are approached for agreement in principle, in writing. The BHS will then be in a position to consult with CCW and the Rights of Way Department. 

In light of the above, it was agreed that the LAF would, in principle, address this further once specific routes and finer details have been agreed with the relevant parties. 

Action

TS to progress further. 

· Rural Development Department at the Welsh Assembly – SG advised that the Welsh Assembly is trying to find ways of bringing in common land as part of the Glastir project. Northern Marches have been asked to consider ways of doing this. SG asked members for any information that they may have about common land in Wrexham so that she may pass the information on. 

· Ruabon Moor - SR made reference to articles and pictures in the Daily Post showing motorbikes causing damage on Ruabon moor. SR expressed concern that the articles do not mention the damage caused by horseriders or cyclists. SR stated that the right to roam is for people on foot only, however signs are largely ignored and there is no warden on duty when the public are there. MC asked whether it was possible to erect signs indicating ‘no entry’ where a footpath does not exist. MC argued that if the LA is wiling to promote access land via signage, then they should be willing to provide signage where there is no access. 
Actions 
Chair to consult Jean Rosenfeld /CCW to enquire about the protocol for signage.
Chair to investigate who is responsible for the publicity.

35/10 Items for Next Agenda
· Max Grant – illegal offroading
· ‘Tread Lightly’
· Richard Sumner – Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
36/10
Date and Location of Next Meeting

12th November 2010, Committee Room 1, Guildhall, Wrexham, 1.30pm
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