OVERTON WALKS

Overton and the River Dee  (via Knolton Bryn and Llan-y-Cefn Woods)  5 miles        

This is a pleasant walk, mostly across undulating meadowland with extensive views over the surrounding countryside and the Dee Valley. The route, like all others in Overton, is fully waymarked. Follow the directional yellow arrows to find the next stile or gate. This route is not suitable for wheelchairs, buggies and small children.

There is a good bus service to Overton; for information telephone 01978 266166. 

1. From the car park adjacent to Overton church, turn right (onto Church Road) and then left at the crossroads onto the main road (A539 Wrexham -Whitchurch). Immediately cross this road and go along the signposted gravel drive. Walk through the garden of Electricity House keeping the house to your right and enter the field over a low stile. Walk straight ahead across the fields over six more stiles.

2. Go ahead and climb the next stile where the waymarked path divides. Turn half-right. After 100 metres cross the stile and head for the large circular concrete cattle-trough in the middle of the field. Beyond this, the path descends to a small area of woody scrub. Cross the stream, turn right along the concrete farm track and right again at the lane (Musley Lane). 

3. After the sharp right-hand bend cross the first stile on the left just before the farm. Turn immediately left and retrace the hedge, now on your left, continuing through several farm gates and fields until you reach the small gate. Go through the pine woodland. In the next field turn half-right passing the pond on your left, heading towards the gate. Go through the stock pen beside the sheep-dip, then turn right immediately over a stile. Follow the hedge on your right and twenty metres before the field end, cross the stile and bridge on your right. Turn left and walk around the pond.

4. Beyond the next stile and a dry ditch, walk straight across the field to the farm ahead, passing it to the right. Go through the gate and along the hedge on your left until you reach the main road (A528) after going through another gate. 

5. Turn right and walk along the grass verge for about 60 metres, then take the first stile on your left before the lane. Keep to the right of the field and walk up the slope. After the stile, turn right into the yard and walk behind the 17th century half-timbered barn, emerging on a stone drive. Turn right along the drive to pass the site of the former corrugated iron Knolton Bryn church. Turn left and left again at the first tarmac junction in only 20 metres or so.

6. Go straight on up the driveway and the stile is only a few metres past the house. Keep to the left of the field until the hedge swings away to the left. Keep straight on across the field and you will see the stile adjacent to a gate, under a large oak tree.

7. Ignore the waymarked path leading to the right but walk ahead across the next field to the stile by a gate. Keep to the left of the next field past the water-trough. Continue along the hedge on your left past a pond and another water-trough. Cross the stile in the corner by the gate. Stay on the left boundary and then keep the farm building on your left to find the stile in the corner of the field.

8. Turn right along the farm track to the lane and turn left. Walk along the lane looking out for a stile on your right in about 50 metres (if you come to a house on your left you have gone too far!).

9. Once over this stile, stay beside the hedge on your left and cross the stile at the first field corner. Go straight across the field to the next stile and small bridge. Walk alongside the hedge on your right and cross the stile in the right-hand corner by a scrub-hidden pond. Walk along the left-hand boundary, go over another stile and continue along the hedgerow as it swings to the right. Pass a pond on your left.

10. After 150 metres, near the end of the field, cross over the stile on your left and turn right along the hedgerow. The stile takes you through a small woodland conservation area, planted in 1990. Look diagonally left across the next field. The stile is where the fence ends and the hedge begins. Cross this stile and go alongside the hedge on your right. Where the hedge swings off to the right keep straight ahead. Go over the stile, and the next one in 15 metres. Keep to the right through the grounds of a converted barn.

11. At the main road (B5069 Overton - St Martins) turn left and immediately right along the tree lined driveway. At the black and white gates and cattle-grid turn right over the stile into the field. Walk down the slope and over the stile in the corner of the field. Follow the path over several stiles into Llan-y-cefn Wood. Go down the clearly defined path to the River Dee. Turn right along the riverside path, noting as you go the old hydraulic ram formerly used to raise water to a house above the river.

12. After crossing the footbridge follow the riverside over open farmland. After 400 metres turn right along the track towards the village. At the corner turn right behind the sewage works and cross a brook at the end of the chain link fencing. Turn left up the steps and left again at the top. Follow the path through the wood to another set of steps leading to Salop Road. Turn left, cross to the pavement and go ahead at the crossroads, returning to the car park.

This walk was produced by Groundwork Wrexham and Flintshire with help from Ken Farrell and Gordon Emery and grant aid from Countryside Council for Wales. It was updated with further help from Ken and prepared for the Internet by Wrexham County Borough Council in 2006. 

Send us your digital photographs, see the website for full details.

Please report any problems to rightsofway@wrexham.gov.uk  

Telephone: 01978 292057

FOLLOW THE COUNTRYSIDE CODE
RESPECT – PROTECT – ENJOY

· Be Safe – Plan ahead and follow any signs

· Leave gates and property as you find them

· Protect plants and animals and take your litter home

· Keep dogs under close control

· Consider other people

