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Introduction
The LANDMAP study has been undertaken to identify the key elements and features which make up the 
landscape within the Wrexham Borough. It is clear from the study that the landscapes of Wrexham are 
diverse and varied, as demonstrated by the identification of 27 different Landscape Character Areas. 
Please click on any of the character Areas 1a -15 to access the document

visit our website:
wrexham.gov.uk/planning

LANDMAP stands for
“Landscape 

Assessment and Decision
Making Process”
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Wrexham LANDMAP
Supplementary Planning Guidance

Summary Document

Wrexham has a diverse and varied landscape
Landscape, whether rural or urban contributes greatly to our every day
experience of where we live and work, and influences our perception of
an area, sense of identity and well being.  The LANDMAP study has
been undertaken to identify the key elements and features which make
up the landscape within the Wrexham Borough.  It is clear from the
study that the landscapes of Wrexham are diverse and varied, as
demonstrated by the identification of 27 different Landscape Character
Areas.

W r e x h a m  L a n d s c a p e  C h a r a c t e r  A r e a  G u i d a n c e

Map of LANDMAP
Character Areas
The centre spread map provides
an introduction and overview to
the landscapes of Wrexham and:

Categorises and groups areas
within 4 common broad
landscape types (i.e. areas with
broadly similar features such as
settlement or landform) into
Rural/Urban villages, Uplands,
Urban, and Rural lowlands

  Sub-divides the area further
into 27 detailed landscape
character areas

Introduces Key Landscape
Issues for each landscape type

Landscape Character
Area sheets
Seperate sheets are available for
each of the 27 landscape
character areas. These sheets
present concise information for
Visual, Geology, Ecology, History,
and Cultural aspects within each
character area.  The format of
information provides:

Maps indicating the location
of the character area within the
authority and the character area
boundary 

A brief statement of:

Landscape Character - a
mental image of the landscape,
its landform, features, openness
or enclosure

Area summary - indication of
important qualities or attributes 

Landscape context - location
within the authority, relationship
with other landscape types both
within the authority and beyond 

Key characteristics of Visual,
Geology, Ecology, History, and
Cultural character

Landscape sensitivity - the
pressures and threats upon
landscape 

 Management Guidance - aims
and guidelines to achieve the
management strategy for the
area

Glossary & Bibliography
Provides clarification of the
technical terms used and
information resource referred to

Information is presented in the following format

Introduction
This Supplementary Planning
Guidance (SPG) is one of a series
of guidance notes which support
the polices of the adopted Unitary
Development Plan.  The UDP
seeks the conservation and
enhancement of the landscape and
its natural and built features of
significance and planning
applications need to demonstrate
how they have achieved this.  This
guidance forms a material
consideration in the determination
of all planning applications which
could affect the form, appearance
and setting of the built and natural
landscape and its features. 
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Methodology and Status
This document has been prepared using the LANDMAP methodology
devised by the Countryside Council for Wales (CCW) to describe and
evaluate the Visual, Geology, Ecology, History, and Cultural aspects of
the landscape and provide a basis for a consistent Wales-wide
approach to landscape assessment.

The Welsh Assembly Government's Planning Policy Wales March
2002 recognises that LANDMAP 'is an important information resource
upon which local planning authorities can draw in making landscape
assessments needed to inform local policy, guidance and decision
making in this field.

Further Information
For further information please
contact:

Planning Department, 
Wrexham County Borough Council,
Lambpit Street, 
Wrexham 
LL11 1AR

Tel: 01978 292019
Fax: 01978 292502
e-mail: planning@wrexham.gov.uk

All our information is available
available in accessible formats

Visit our website:
www.wrexham.gov.uk/planning

W r e x h a m  L a n d s c a p e  C h a r a c t e r  A r e a  G u i d a n c e
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Wrexham Council takes the
view that a proposed

development, 
which does not conserve or

enhance the landscape /
townscape, or its natural and

built features considered to be
of significance, is unlikely to 

be approved.

Background
The LANDMAP summary
document SPG has been
produced to provide a
consolidated and simplified
version of the Wrexham
LANDMAP -Technical
Appendices adopted in
November 2004.  The Technical
Appendices should be refereed
to where information about the
assessment methodology and
assessment valuations for each
aspect is required.



RURAL LOWLANDS
The Eastern lowland areas of Wrexham are largely rural
and agricultural and share many characteristics of the
neighbouring Cheshire and North Shropshire landscape.
The general area also includes the River Dee floodplain
and flat river terraces, and Fenn's Moss, an extensive
area of heathland and bog.  There are scattered
farmsteadings, attractive small villages, and historic
landscape features including medieval ridge and furrow
and moated sites.

Detailed Character Areas

12a Dee/Ceiriog Wooded Valley
12b Wych Valley
13a Welsh Maelor
13b English Maelor
13c Dee Terraces
14 Dee Floodplain
15 Fenn's Moss

Upland : Key Landscape Issues
Impact of development in remote and wild areas

Effects on agricultural land use of economic changes 
and conservation constraints

Impact on cultural identity of rural villages and farms of 
commuters and incomers

Landscape protection - potential Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty designation

Management of tourism and recreation

Rural/Urban Villages : Key Landscape Issues

The future of 'urban fringe' landscapes

The potential for urban forestry 

Impact of new housing on traditional community 
identity

Maintenance of local distinctiveness

The future of Bersham tip

The need for footpath and cycle
links

The long-term impact of sand 
and clay quarries and landfill 

Preservation of local history and 
industrial archaeology 

Urban : Key Landscape Issues
Impact of cumulative development on wildlife and 
green space within urban areas

Impact of long term expansion of urban areas into 
surrounding countryside

Protection and enhancement of urban character areas

LANDMAP Character Areas

Rural Lowlands : Key Landscape Issues
Impact on rural character of commuter pressure 

Conservation and management of historic parks, 
gardens and boundary walls

Hedgerow and hedgerow tree conservation and 
restoration

Impact of flooding defence measures

Impact on historic landscape features of agricultural 
changes

Effects of economic diversification and recreation in 
the countryside 

Footpath and cycle links between town and country

Impact on landscape and wildlife by farm building 
conversions to housing

URBAN
Wrexham town is the main residential, commercial and
social centre, and is of regional importance, performing
many of the functions of a city in North Wales.  The
Wrexham Industrial Estate is a very large employment
area of national importance, set within open countryside
and containing many habitats and species of high
biodiversity value.

Landscape Character Area

10 Wrexham Town
11 Wrexham Industrial 

Estate

RURAL/URBAN VILLAGES
Wrexham urban villages are associated with past coal
mining, and located on the edge of the uplands and to
the north of Wrexham town. The villages are set among
farmland, wooded valleys and regenerating or restored
landscapes. This complex character area contains main
roads, railways and canal, as well as Offa's Dyke and
prehistoric hill forts, reflecting Wrexham's history on the
border between Wales and England, upland and
lowland.

Detailed Character Areas

7a Chirk
7b Cefn Mawr
7c Rhosllanerchrugog, Rhostyllen, Ruabon, Pen y Cae
7d West Wrexham Ridges and Valleys
8 Gwersyllt, Llay, Gresford, Borras
9a  Clywedog Valley
9b  River Alyn Valley
9c  Ffrith Valley
9d  Froncysyllte to Newbridge

UPLANDS
Ruabon/Esclusham Mountain is an open moorland
plateau with remnants of former quarrying and mining.
Much of the area is uninhabited, but there are scattered
farmsteads on the eastern slopes, and to the north, 
the highest village in Wales - Bwlchgwyn.  

Ceiriog Valley/Berwyn Mountain is a rural upland 
area consisting of the enclosed River Ceiriog 
Valley, and surrounding hills.  The higher 
hills are open moorland, and the lower 
areas contain a mixture of small farms 
and woodlands, with villages along 
the valley floor.

Detailed Character Areas

1a Berwyn Mountain
1b Ruabon/Esclusham Mountain
2 Ceiriog Forest
3 Berwyn Foothills
4a Ceiriog Valley Slopes
4b Ceiriog Valley Corridor
5a Chirk Estate and above Froncysyllte
5b Eastern slopes of Ruabon Mountain
6 Minera, Gwynfryn, Bwlchgwyn
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How to Use LANDMAP
The relevant policies and designations within the Local
Development  Plan provide the starting point for considering the

principle for whether or not a proposed development or land use
within a given location can be supported by planning policy.  A pre-
application discussion with the Planning Department at this stage can
save much time.

Identify all landscape character areas relevant to the site or
type of development.  This may require reference to adjacent

character areas where a site is located near a character area
boundary, where the development is likely to have wider visual
influences, or where an understanding of a wider site context is
necessary. 

The review of the LANDMAP landscape character area
descriptions will start to create a picture of the area of interest.

This will enable you to identify pointers on what materials are used in
the area, the type of development typical of the area, the areas of a
site which should not be developed and can provide the starting point
for an Environmental Appraisal. See example on the next page.

Additional information may be obtained from the Planning
Department with regard to Tree Preservation Orders,

Conservation Areas, listed buildings, ecological designations,
Scheduled Ancient Monuments, Schedule Monuments Records, and
the five individual LANDMAP Technical Appendix aspect studies.

A detailed, scaled, site survey identifying all natural and built
features within the site is required as a matter of course with all

planning applications.  A detailed appraisal of site features may also
be required to clarify the significance or value of these features to the
site and its locality.  This will help demonstrate why some features
are to be retained or could be removed within a development layout
without resulting in an adverse impact.

With a completed Environmental Appraisal it is now possible to
'check' elements of the development proposal against this

framework of information. The checklist on the next page gives a few
of the issues which might be considered.

L A N D M A P S u m m a r y  S h e e t : P a g e  1

Wrexham Council 
takes the view that a 

proposed development, 
which does not conserve or

enhance the landscape /
townscape or its natural and

built features considered to be
of significance, is unlikely to 

be approved.

Background
The LANDMAP summary
document SPG has been
produced to provide a
consolidated and simplified
version of the Wrexham
LANDMAP -Technical
Appendices adopted in
November 2004.  The Technical
Appendices should be refereed
to where information about the
assessment methodology and
assessment valuations for each
aspect is required.
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The role of LANDMAP
Where development could have
an impact upon the form,
appearance and setting of the
built and natural landscape and
its features, an Environmental
Appraisal should be undertaken
to scope the environmental
issues, opportunities and
constraints.  Wrexham LANDMAP
is a valuable tool within this
process.

The LANDMAP summary
document presents a great variety
of detail.  The following steps
therefore present just one
example of how LANDMAP
information can be incorporated
and considered within
development proposals.

1

2

3

4

5

6



Further Information
For further information please
contact:

Planning Department, 
Wrexham County Borough Council,
Lambpit Street, Wrexham LL11 1AR

Tel: 01978 292019
Fax: 01978 292502
e-mail: planning@wrexham.gov.uk

www.wrexham.gov.uk/planning

All our information is available
available in accessible formats

L A N D M A P S u m m a r y  S h e e t : P a g e  2
© Wrexham County Borough Council 2007

Example of local building/landscape pattern and character found within 
Area 7d West Wrexham Ridges and Valleys

Checklist
Is the type, scale or form of
development likely to result in a
visible change upon the site and
its locality?

How can this be designed to
have a positive contribution
upon the local or wider
character ?

Would development directly
impact upon any Key
Characteristics?

Could this be avoided by
modifications in site layout, type
of development or land use ?
Mitigation proposals for the
replacement of features is not
always desirable or practical

Would development or land use
conflict with the Landscape
Sensitivity of an area?

The proposed development may
simply be inappropriate within
the site's context 

Would development or land use
support the Overall
Management Strategy and
Management Guidance notes?

The long-term conservation and
management of a site's
important features is a
requirement of development
proposals

Form and pattern of local development ''Hilltop villages separated by woodland, former
industrial land and farmland orientated in a strong NW-
SE alternating pattern of ridges and valleys''

The use of local materials or vernacular
detailing might be an important characteristic

''The area has a widespread use of local Cefn
sandstone in older buildings and distinctive stone walls''

Natural characteristics and features of
significance

''Important wetlands include reed mace and rich swamp
at Gatwen Moss and rich swamp and marshy grassland
at Higher Berse Marsh.  Gwenfro valley has wet
woodland and areas of valuable lowland pasture''
''The Plas Power tip is being restored to woodland'
''Remnants of Bryn y Gaer prehistoric hillfort and the
route of Offa's dyke can be identified''

Historic and cultural features or associations of
significance which are not always immediately
apparent

''Most settlement is related to 19th and 20th century
mining and industry, with local remains of the former
Brymbo Steel works and Plas Power tip''

Types of development pressure which are
recognised to pose threats to the landscape
and which may therefore be rigorously
controlled, or require an application to
demonstrate a high standard of design
appropriate to the locality

''This area continues to accommodate profound
changes, but is vulnerable to further loss of local
distinctiveness, and coalescence of villages because of
continuing development pressure.  The small scale of
the ridges and valleys are sensitive to large scale
development, masts and powerlines, and inappropriate
engineered landforms''

Back



L a n d s c a p e  C h a r a c t e r  A r e a  1 a

Berwyn Mountain 1a
This is one of a series of Local
Planning Guidance Notes based on
Wrexham LANDMAP (adopted
November 2004), setting out
recommendations for each
Landscape Character area

The Berwyn Mountain area of Wrexham consists of unenclosed and
uninhabited upland moorland overlooking and partly surrounding the
Ceiriog Valley.  Its scenic exposed rounded mountain ridges form the
highest part of the County Borough, with outstanding views

Landscape context
The Berwyn Mountain landscape character area is one of two areas of
unenclosed upland moorland in Wrexham, the other being
Ruabon/Esclusham Mountain. The Berwyn Mountain moorlands extend into
Denbighshire and Powys, with the highest point, at Cadair Berwyn, just
outside the Wrexham boundary. The area forms the remotest and most
westerly part of Wrexham County Borough

Character Area boundaries should be considered transitional rather than precise
© Crown copyright. All rights reserved Licence No.100023429. 2006

W r e x h a m  L a n d s c a p e  C h a r a c t e r  A r e a  G u i d a n c e

map not to scale

Map of Berwyn Mountain Landscape Character Area

Key characteristics
Visual character: 

High, open, relatively uniform and 
large scale landscape over 450 m

Perceived as almost 'wilderness'

High scenic quality

Geological character:
Underlying rocks are mixed
Ordovician sedimentary siltstones 
and mudstones, of marine origin, 
folded into a dome structure known
as the Berwyn Dome

Overlying soils are deep acid 
waterlogged peat or upland soils 
with a wet peaty surface

Tributaries of the River Ceiriog 
arise in the area

Cadair Bronwen is the highest 
point in Wrexham County Borough 
at 784 m

Ecological character:
Vegetation cover is heather moorland 
and blanket bog, with some improved
pasture, bracken, ffridd land and
conifer plantations on edges

Berwyn Mountain
summary:

Very high and open with 
outstanding long distance views

Relatively natural with high 
wildlife value

Tranquil and remote

Large scale landscape of 
rounded ridges

Important for informal recreation

Significant weather and 
seasonal changes

Potential for archaeological 
discovery

adopted March 2007



L a n d s c a p e  C h a r a c t e r  A r e a  1 a

W r e x h a m  L a n d s c a p e  C h a r a c t e r  A r e a  G u i d a n c e

Site of Special Scientific Interest 
(SSSI) and Special Area of 
Conservation designation

Historical character:
Of national importance for 
archaeological interest, with much 
potential for discovery because 
the land is relatively undisturbed

Scattered prehistoric evidence of 
land use and burial, a Roman camp,
medieval platforms and enclosures,
and tracks of unknown antiquity

Cultural character:
Land use is sheep grazing, with some
parts managed for grouse shooting.
SSSI designation constrains
agricultural use

Remote from roads, with few 
footpaths, apart from well-used paths
to Berwyn ridges and summits

Most is open access land under the
Countryside and Rights Of Way Act
2000

Aims Guidelines
Conserve natural Development and new forestry which breaches the skyline
scenic character of and would be visible in local and long distance views
ridgelines and upland would be considered inappropriate. Assess intrusive 

development from at least 15km distance.
Any land use change is to visually complement the existing
moorland landscape character and not conflict with
Ecological or Archaeological objectives

Strengthen Low key development other than for agriculture or informal
remoteness recreation, is likely to be inappropriate
and 'wilderness' Features to promote countryside access are to be

sensitively designed and low key

Preserve Continue current geological management but assess 
geological new exposures
features Manage grazing and recreational use to prevent erosion of

peat. Any erosion control measures are to respect the 
‘wilderness’ character of the area

Conserve the Follow Berwyn SSSI guidelines including restrictions
mosaic of on drainage and ploughing
moorland habitats Maintain and extend upland heath and blanket bog 

habitats
Protect breeding birds including hen harrier, peregrine,
merlin and red kite
Refer to Upland Moorland Habitat Action plan 
(Wrexham Biodiversity Action Plan)

Conserve Discourage 'improvement' of moorland or grassland, and 
archaeological avoid tree planting or enclosure
features Undertake more detailed surveys and assessments

generally, and in particular assess and record archaeology
before any changes or development
Discourage off-road vehicular access and minimise physical
impact of public access 
Protect peat deposits which hold a record of past 
environmental conditions and land use

Encourage local Refer to Local Access Forum and link with adjoining 
sustainable areas
tourism initiatives Promote sustainable land management through agri-

environment schemes

Management Guidance

Overall management strategy:
Conservation

All our information is available
in accessible formats

For further information contact:
Planning Environment
Planning Department

Wrexham County Borough Council
Lambpit Street, Wrexham. LL11 1AR

Tel:01978 292019
www.wrexham.gov.uk/planning

Landscape sensitivity
The area is vulnerable to development
which might break the skyline or
introduce urban features, such as
masts. The moorland is sensitive to
changes in climate, changes in
management and likely increased
public access

© Wrexham County Borough Council 2007 Back



L a n d s c a p e  C h a r a c t e r  A r e a  1 b

Ruabon and Esclusham Mountain 1b
This is one of a series of Local
Planning Guidance Notes based on
Wrexham LANDMAP (adopted
November 2004), setting out
recommendations for each
Landscape Character area.

Unenclosed and uninhabited upland moorland plateau seen from the
Wrexham lowlands, valued for its scenery, dry heath vegetation, wildlife
and archaeological remains

Landscape context
This character area is one of two extensive areas of upland moorland in
Wrexham, the other being Berwyn Mountain, although at between 350 and
450 m above sea level, Ruabon and Esclusham Mountain is considerably
lower. Most of the moorland plateau slopes gently eastwards towards
Wrexham.

Character Area boundaries should be considered transitional rather than precise
© Crown copyright. All rights reserved Licence No.100023429. 2006
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Eastern Slopes of Ruabon
Mountain summary:

Upland moorland plateau 

Forms smooth unbroken skyline
viewed from Wrexham and
Cheshire Plain

Seen as relatively wild and natural

Tranquil and remote

Significant weather and seasonal
changes

Of high value for wildlife

Important archaeological
remains

Of value for informal recreation

Most is open access land under
the Countryside and Rights of 
Way Act 2000

map not to scale

Map of Ruabon and Esclusham Mountain Landscape Character Area

Key characteristics

Visual character:
Large scale landscape, high and
open with good long distance views

Strong contrast between the open
purple or brown moorland and the
green farmed areas below

Highest point at Cyrn y Brain in
Denbighshire has a wireless mast
visible from parts of Wrexham

Geological character:
Carboniferous millstone grit (Cefn y

Fedw sandstone) underlies most of
the area

Minera Carboniferous limestone,
important for its mineralogy and
caves, outcrops to the north

To the north west, Silurian
mudstones extend towards Cyrn y
Brain in Denbighshire

Blanket bog (deep peat soil) is
found only on the highest part of
Ruabon Mountain. Elsewhere
coarse loamy podzolic soils, or
seasonally waterlogged loams are
found 

adopted March 2007



L a n d s c a p e  C h a r a c t e r  A r e a  1 b

W r e x h a m  L a n d s c a p e  C h a r a c t e r  A r e a  G u i d a n c e

Ecological character:
Dry upland heath vegetation, with
crowberry, cowberry, heather, moss,
grassland and bracken
Habitat supports a collection
of breeding birds including
protected and rare species

Historical character:
Of national importance for
archaeological interest, with
numerous prehistoric remains and
much potential for discovery because
the land is generally uncultivated.
Spoil heaps left by former lead
mining are widespread

Cultural character:
No settlement; one minor road
from Minera to World's End and 
the Eglwyseg Crags
Land use is extensive sheep
grazing, with some parts managed
by burning and mowing for grouse
shooting. SSSI designation
constrains agricultural use
Few footpaths, but most is open
access land under the Countryside
and Rights Of Way Act 2000 

Aims Guidelines
Retain unbroken Retain open unenclosed character - resist all built
skyline development, forestry and vehicular access

Assess visual impact of any proposed new features from
at least 15 km distance

Encourage reduction of sky glare from lighting in lowland
settlements

Ensure new features to improve access are low key and
sensitively designed.

Preserve geological Continue current geological management but assess new 
features exposures

Manage grazing and recreational use to prevent erosion of 
peat. Any erosion control measures are to respect the 
‘wilderness’ character of the area

Follow SSSI guidelines  including restrictions on drainage
and ploughing

Refer to Upland Moorland Habitat Action plan (Wrexham
Biodiversity Action Plan)

Protect and conserve prehistoric and later mining remains

Undertake more detailed surveys and assessments 
generally, and in particular assess and record archaeology
before any development

Protect peat deposits which hold a record of past
environmental conditions and land use.

Avoid planting, enclosure, overgrazing and agricultural
'improvement'

Avoid off-road vehicular access and minimise physical
impact of public access 

Refer to Local Access Forum,  link with adjoining areas 

Promote sustainable land management through agri
environment schemes

Management Guidance

Overall management strategy:
Conservation

Maintain and
extend upland
heath and blanket
bog habitats

Strengthen sense
remoteness and
'wilderness'

Conserve
archaeological
features

Encourage local
sustainable
tourism initiatives

For further information contact:
Planning Environment
Planning Department
Wrexham County Borough Council
Lambpit Street, Wrexham. LL11 1AR

Tel:01978 292019
www.wrexham.gov.uk/planning
All our information is available in
accessible formats

© Wrexham County Borough Council 2007

Landscape sensitivity
Smooth profile seen from the
eastern lowlands is vulnerable to
development which might break the
skyline, such as masts. The
heather moorland vegetation is
sensitive to changes in climate,
changes in management and
increased recreational pressure

Back



L a n d s c a p e  C h a r a c t e r  A r e a  2 & 3

Berwyn Foothills & Ceiriog Forest  2&3
This is one of a series of Local
Planning Guidance Notes based on
Wrexham LANDMAP (adopted
November 2004), setting out
recommendations for each
Landscape Character area.

Exposed slopes or lower spurs of the Berwyn Mountains, with pasture and
forest, enclosing the Ceiriog Valley. The Ceiriog Forest is a typical upland
commercial forestry plantation contrasting strongly with the surrounding
open areas

Landscape context
The Berwyn Foothills and Ceiriog Forest are upland areas at between 350 to
500 m above sea level, above the steep-sided Ceiriog Valley. Although
contrasting, differences are recent as much of the Ceiriog Forest and other
plantations were planted after World War II, partly on formerly unenclosed
moorland. The Berwyn Foothills landscape extends into Denbighshire, Powys
and North Shropshire

Character Area boundaries should be considered transitional rather than precise
© Crown copyright. All rights reserved Licence No.100023429. 2006

W r e x h a m  L a n d s c a p e  C h a r a c t e r  A r e a  G u i d a n c e

Berwyn Foothills and
Ceiriog Forest summary

Exposed upland ridges or
plateau rising to the Berwyn
Mountains

Tranquil and Remote

Large regular fields, some
bordering on moorland

Land use mainly sheep grazing
or forestry

Outstanding distant views

Isolated stone-built farms

Important for informal recreation

map not to scale

Map of Berwyn Foothills and Ceiriog Forest Landscape Character Area 

Key characteristics
Visual character:

Enclosed upland ridges and plateau
with outstanding views

Fields large and regular, enclosed by
fences or sparse, often overgrown
hedges

Forestry mainly in blocks, with some 
areas of pasture and woodland
mosaic.Ceiriog Forest is a typical
upland commercial plantation giving
shelter and enclosure

Scattered farms, no settlement in
Ceiriog Forest

Geological character:
Marine sedimentary rocks of Silurian
and Ordovician age mudstones,
siltstones, sandstones and tuff - are
folded into a structure known as the
Berwyn dome. Hendre Sill is an igneous
intrusion forming a ridge nearTregeiriog

Disused quarries, some designated for
their geological interest

Soils in the Berwyn Foothills are
variable, depending on underlying
rock or glacial till, with
localised seasonal waterlogging

Peat soils are found in the Ceiriog
Forest and Pen y Gwely areas

adopted March 2007



L a n d s c a p e  C h a r a c t e r  A r e a  2 & 3

W r e x h a m  L a n d s c a p e  C h a r a c t e r  A r e a  G u i d a n c e

Ecological character:
Mostly 'improved' grassland of low
biodiversity value, with conifer
plantations and some hedgerows 

Remnants of semi-natural vegetation
exist, including dry lowland heath, dry
acid grassland, modified bog, acid
flush, scattered scrub, purple moor
grass and rush pasture. Pen y Gwely
is a large area of acid flush wetland

Ceiriog Forest is a locally important
wildlife site with several rare species,
including red squirrels

Historical character:
Regular fieldscape (relatively modern
enclosure)

The prehistoric hillfort of Cerrig Gwynion
is sited on a prominent hill overlooking
the upper Ceiriog Valley.

Historic routes cross the hills - 
drovers roads, and Abbots Path to 
Vale Crucis in Llangollen

Much potential for further archaeological
discovery 

Cultural character:
Predominantly pastoral land use or
commercial forestry, with pheasant
rearing/shooting in some areas

The area's predominant culture is Welsh

Minor roads and footpaths, including
the Ceiriog Trail, are popular for
recreation, while the Ceiriog Forest
has open access

For further information contact:
Planning Environment
Planning Department

Wrexham County Borough Council
Lambpit Street, Wrexham. LL11 1AR

Tel:01978 292019
www.wrexham.gov.uk/planning

Aims Guidelines
Development which breaches the skyline and would be 
visible in local and long distance views would be considered
inappropriate. Assess intrusive development from at least
15km distance
Ensure that any new development is integrated within the
landscape in main views, through appropriate siting below
the skyline with appropriate form, colour and materials

Avoid ploughing and overstocking, particularly on steep slopes
Restore upland moorland vegetation where possible
Improve integration of forestry plantations with upland
moorland areas 

Vary structure of forests and improve diversity of tree
species, replacing coniferous trees with native
broadleaves where possible. Management to consider
impact upon main views
Maintain and expand moorland heath vegetation along
forestry rides
Maintain and increase red squirrel population and
biodiversity priority bird species 

Safeguard rock features Continue current geological management but assess new
and geological sites exposures

Manage grazing and recreational use to prevent erosion of
peat. Any erosion control measures are to respect the
upland rural character of the area

Maintain, extend and Obtain further ecological advice on management of dry
and link fragmented acid grassland, scrub, acid flush, purple moor-grass and
semi-natural habitats rush pasture, but avoid drainage or ploughing of wetland

habitats
Maintain and strengthen hedges, and restore hay meadow
management practices

Protect traditional field pattern, maintain stone walls and
retain old marker stones
Protect setting of Offa's Dyke on eastern edge of character 
area (refer to Clwyd Powys Archaeological Trust)
Assess archaeological value of old quarries
No development on or near Cerrig Gwynion hillfort - retain
grazing use
Assess potential for buried archaeological remains before
ploughing or forestry planting

Work with Forestry Commission, Ceiriog Valley Initiative,
Local Access Forum, and neighbouring areas to achieve
beneficial development, including new permissive access
Limit 4-wheel drive and trail bike access to least sensitive areas 
Promote sustainable land management through 
agri-environment schemes

Management Guidance

Overall management strategy:
Conservation

Reduce intensity of
land use on moorland
margins 

Safeguard extend and
link fragmented semi-
natural habitats

All our information is available
in accessible formats

Landscape sensitivity
Relatively high - new developments
have the potential to be highly visible,
and agricultural land uses may be very
vulnerable to economic and climatic
changes

Conserve distinctive
natural scenic
character of ridgelines

Diversify forest habitats
and protect vulnerable
forest wildlife species

Encourage local /
sustainable tourist
initiatives

© Wrexham County Borough Council 2007 Back
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Ceiriog Valley  4
This is one of a series of Local
Planning Guidance Notes based on
Wrexham LANDMAP (adopted
November 2004), setting out
recommendations for each
Landscape Character area.

Scenic, tranquil and steep-sided valley enclosed by spurs of the Berwyn
mountains, with hillside farms, wooded and farmed slopes, and small
villages along the River Ceiriog.

Landscape context
The Ceiriog Valley character area is part of a wider area known generally as
the Ceiriog Valley, including the surrounding moorland, forest and upland
spurs of the Berwyn Mountain and foothills, all of which are culturally and
visually linked. The valley is close to the border of Wales and to the lowlands,
linked by minor roads, but the Berwyn ridge forms a barrier to the west.

Character Area boundaries should be considered transitional rather than precise.
© Crown copyright. All rights reserved Licence No.100023429. 2006

W r e x h a m  L a n d s c a p e  C h a r a c t e r  A r e a  G u i d a n c e

Ceiriog Valley summary

Scenic rural valley enclosed by
upland ridges

Sense of tranquillity and
remoteness from urban areas

Mosaic of pasture, woods and
traditional small farms

Small irregular fields with
hedgerows and hedgerow trees

Villages along valley bottom,
with widespread use of stone for
buildings

Old quarries linked by tramway

Area of value for informal
recreation and low-key tourism

Important area of Welsh culture

map not to scale

Map of Ceiriog Valley Landscape Character Area 

Key characteristics
Visual character:

Upland pastoral valley with small scale
mosaic of fields with hedgerows (some 
sparse or overgrown) and woods

Steep open slopes give an upland feel
even at lower elevations

Constantly changing views due to zig
zag shape of valley

Scattered stone-built farms reached
by steep winding lanes

High quality of the landscape, the 
result of the sense of peace and 
tranquillity as well as the scenery

Geological character:
The valley extends deep into the

Berwyn Mountain range, with the fast
flowing River Ceiriog cutting across the
underlying geology of the Berwyn Dome

Quarries and spoil tips are evident
around Glyn Ceiriog

Soils vary but are usually well drained
loams, though some areas are
affected by seasonal waterlogging

Ecological character:
River Ceiriog is a nationally important
wildlife corridor and aquatic habitat

Farmland is mainly improved
grassland of low biodiversity interest
but the high density of hedges and
hedgerow trees is valuable for wildlife

Valley is rich in woodland habitats -
broadleaved, conifer or mixed. Semi
natural broadleaved woodland is

adopted March 2007
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usually associated with steep slopes
and deeper tributary valleys

Fragments of other habitats including
acid grassland, dry lowland heath,
lowland pasture, rush pasture, and
acid flush wetland are found

Historical character:
Older evolved/irregular small field
patterns of the lower valley survive,
giving way to more recently enclosed
larger regular fields on upper or
steeper slopes

Border area - Offa's dyke crosses
valley to the east

Prehistoric hillforts at Tyn y cestyll near
Glyn Ceiriog, and Cerrig Gwynion hillfort
near Llanarmon DC

History of wool-processing - 18th century
fulling mill at Pandy, and quarrying, with
Glyn Valley tramway serving local quarries

Cultural character:
Sheep farming is the dominant land
use, with some pheasant rearing, but
there is increasing diversification to
include rural crafts, woodland
management, low key tourism and
recreational facilities and activities
including fishing and walking

The Ceiriog Valley is recognised as a
distinct cultural area within Wales.
Welsh is widely spoken

All our information is available  in
accessible formats

Aims Guidelines
Avoid visually intrusive development which is not in keeping
with the area, particularly development on skyline
Ensure new buildings and conversions of older buildings 
are sympathetic to local character, using local materials 
where possible (consider small scale working of local quarries)

Preserve geological  Protect and maintain rock exposures and geomorphological
features` features, and assess new exposures

Maintain the integrity of fluvial landforms,  and discourage
development within the floodplain

Preserve wildife Protect biodiversity priority species - refer to Wrexham's
Biodiversity Action Plan

Protect and enhance lowland heath and grassland
habitats, connect habitat fragments where possible
Restore hay meadow management, restore and manage
hedgerows, maintain small field systems
Retain, manage and extend broadleaved woodlands. 
Replace coniferous trees with native species

Protect aquatic Preserve trees along river bank and prevent excessive
habitats hard bankside management such as canalisation or

retaining walls
Refer to river habitat biodiversity action plan and otter
species biodiversity action plan
Extend and enhance grazed flood plain 

Preserve archaeology Preserve field boundaries and systems
Carry out field evaluations of old quarries, field systems,
villages, mills and other historic features
Protect the setting of Offa's Dyke
Evaluate archaeology in advance of development in villages

Encourage local Promote awareness of the heritage and Welsh culture 
economy within the area. Ensure bilingual interpretation throughout 

the valley
Support sustainable local agriculture, tourism, cultural 
initiatives and businesses 
Promote sustainable land management through 
agri-environment schemes

Management Guidance

Overall management strategy:
Conservation

Extend and enhance
habitats and
ecological networks

For further information contact:
Planning Environment
Planning Department

Wrexham County Borough Council
Lambpit Street, Wrexham. LL11 1AR

Tel:01978 292019
www.wrexham.gov.uk/planning

Retain existing
distinctive rural
character

Landscape sensitivity
The Ceiriog Valley is sensitive to any
changes which might affect its rural
character and tranquillity, and it is
vulnerable to pressures from nearby
centres of population. It is also sensitive
to changes which might take place on
the surrounding uplands

© Wrexham County Borough Council 2007 Back
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Chirk Estate to Froncysyllte 5a
This is one of a series of Local
Planning Guidance Notes based on
Wrexham LANDMAP (adopted
November 2004), setting out
recommendations for each
Landscape Character area.

East-facing slopes dominated by the strategically sited Chirk Castle and Estate,
with the landscape reflecting the historical tensions between upland and lowland,
Wales and England

Landscape context
This landscape type lies on the edge of the uplands, but faces the lowlands.  There
are two such areas in Wrexham, the other being the eastern slopes of Ruabon
Mountain. The slopes above Froncysyllte, reflected by the slopes above Trevor, form
a gateway to the Vale of Llangollen in Denbighshire.  To the south of the character
area Chirk Castle stands guard over the steep wooded entrance to the Ceiriog Valley

Character Area boundaries should be considered transitional rather than precise
© Crown copyright. All rights reserved Licence No.100023429. 2006
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Chirk Estate to
Froncysyllte summary:

Hill slopes facing settlement and
industrial developed lowlands

Castle and estate parkland,
woodlands and farmland 

Gateway to Ceiriog Valley and
Vale of Llangollen

Traversed by Offa's Dyke

Focus for tourism

map not to scale

Map of Chirk Estate to Froncysyllte Landscape Character Area

Key characteristics
Visual character:

Dominated by the designed landscape
of the Chirk estate with castle,
parkland, associated farmland and
encircling belts of mixed woodland 

Smaller scale woodland and pasture
mosaic is found on the steeper slopes
above Froncysyllte

Lower edges of area are generally
affected by views of industry in Chirk
and Cefn Mawr

Good views from higher areas,

Geological character:
East-facing slopes from about 150 m to

350 m above sea level, with higher
areas underlain by older sedimentary
rocks of Silurian age, part of the
Berwyn Dome and lower slopes by
sedimentary rocks of Carboniferous
age, overlain by glacial deposits

Chirk Castle is built on an outcrop of
Carboniferous sandstone and limestone
Limestone also outcrops above
Froncysyllte where it has been quarried

Soils of the Chirk estate are generally
loamy and well-drained, with more
acid or seasonally wet soils at higher
elevations

Ecological character:
Chirk wood-pasture and parkland and
veteran trees are a national

adopted March 2007
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biodiversity priority habitat supporting
a range of saproxylic (dead wood)
invertebrates

The area contains valuable
broadleaved woodland and mixed
woodland, as well as conifer
plantations.  There are individual
veteran trees within the Chirk
woodlands of particularly high value
and small semi-natural ancient
woodlands are found near Froncysyllte

Some small vulnerable grassland
habitats on moorland margins

Historical and cultural character:
The present landscape has evolved 
through its strategic location on the
upland/lowland and English/Welsh
border

Chirk Castle is a major focal point for
tourism, of national importance, as is
Offa's Dyke footpath which passes
through the grounds

Offa's Dyke is a medieval military feature
on a former political boundary which
crosses Wrexham north-south·

Chirk Castle is a 13th century castle
adapted as a gentry dwelling, and now
partly under National Trust management,
as are the gardens.  It has many
historical and cultural associations

Much of the surrounding farmland was
once owned by the Chirk estate, and
some is still in estate ownership

Aims Guidelines
Conserve historic Maintain present management of parkland, woodland and
landscape farmland

Protect the setting of Offa's Dyke

Reduce impact of  Carry out strategic planting to filter views
nearby industry

Maintain the integrity of existing landforms

Maintain the integrity and continuity of geological
exposures, and assess new ones 

Promote awareness of the geological heritage of the area

Conserve and Retain old and veteran trees and plant new generations of
perpetuate habitats veteran trees,

Replace coniferous trees with native species

Avoid chemical use in parkland and wood pasture

Preserve archaeology Protect archaeological sites, maintain historic field pattern

Maintain Offa's Dyke monument through adoption of
management plan drawn up by Offa's Dyke Officer at
Clwyd Powys Archaeological Trust

Maintain existing field systems and carry out further
surveys

Continue present management regime of Chirk Castle
between Chirk estate and estate

Further enhance area for walkers and visitors and improve
access from Chirk village and other areas through better
walking routes, and low key public transport initiatives

Consider selective tree clearance to improve views of
castle from Ceiriog Valley and vice versa

Support sustainable Promote sustainable land management through agri
land uses environment schemes

Encourage sustainable tourism and cultural initiatives

Management Guidance

Overall management strategy:
Conservation

Strengthen links
between Chirk estate
and local areas

Preserve geological
features

All our information is available  in
accessible formats

For further information contact:
Planning Environment
Planning Department

Wrexham County Borough Council
Lambpit Street, Wrexham. LL11 1AR

Tel:01978 292019
www.wrexham.gov.uk/planning

Landscape sensitivity
Because of its prominent and strategic
location, the area is sensitive to change.
It is also strongly affected by development
in adjacent landscape character areas,
particularly Chirk to which it is historically
and visually linked

© Wrexham County Borough Council 2007 Back
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Eastern Slopes of Ruabon Mountain 5b
This is one of a series of Local
Planning Guidance Notes based on
Wrexham LANDMAP (adopted
November 2004), setting out
recommendations for each
Landscape Character area.

East-facing slopes of Ruabon/Esclusham Mountain below the moorland edge, with
a landscape of relatively unspoilt pastoral farmland, small farms, woodlands and
reservoirs.

Landscape context
This landscape type lies on the edge of the uplands facing towards the lowlands, with
a transition from steeper upper slopes to gentler lower slopes.  There are two such
areas in Wrexham, the other being Chirk Estate to Froncysyllte.
The eastern slopes of Ruabon and Esclusham Mountain form a constant background
to Wrexham town and other areas of lowland, with the green landscape of small fields
contrasting with the open heather moorland above.

Character Area boundaries should be considered transitional rather than precise
© Crown copyright. All rights reserved Licence No.100023429. 2006
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Eastern Slopes of Ruabon
Mountain summary:

Scenic area between moorland
and developed lowlands

Small irregular fields on east
facing slopes, used for pasture 

Sharp boundary between
farmland and moorland

Linear woodlands and
reservoirs in minor valleys

Remnants of historic mining, 
although area appears undisturbed

Isolated farms and very small
hamlets

map not to scale

Map of Eastern Slopes of Ruabon Mountain Landscape Character Area

Key characteristics
Visual character:

Open farmland with small scale field
pattern, with more woodland to south,
with a small wooded valley at Newtown
Mountain

Network of narrow winding lanes
enclosed by mixed hedges with much
holly, sometimes with stone retaining walls

Vernacular buildings often in local
Cefn sandstone

Reservoirs are local features, collecting
water to supply lowland settlements

Excellent views, where hedges permit,
over both lowlands and moorland

Geological character:
East-facing slopes from between 180 m
to 350 m above sea level form the
flanks of the Ruabon Mountain plateau

Carboniferous Cefn-y-Fedw Sandstone
(Millstone Grit) underlies the steeper
upper slopes, and Coal Measures the
gentler lower slopes

Bedrock is generally overlaid with
glacial deposits, with better drained
soils found on glacial sands and
gravels and seasonally waterlogged
fine loamy soils on glacial clays

Ecological character:
Most farmland is agriculturally

adopted March 2007
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improved grassland, but the dense
network of hedgerows forms a
valuable habitat for wildlife

Semi-natural ancient woodland,
including mixed ash woodland, is
found in small valleys, forming wildlife
corridors. Conifer plantations and
mixed plantation woodland are found
in the Garth area

Some small vulnerable grassland
habitats on moorland margins

Reservoirs are aquatic habitats of
moderate value

Historical character:
The small irregular fields characteristic
of the area evolved from progressive
enclosure of the commons

At Newtown Mountain the conifer
plantation contains significant
archaeological remains of abandoned
upland lead and coal mining village
and smallholdings and there are other
remnants of  historic mining activity in
the area

Former military border area - Pen y Gaer
hillfort is strategically sited to the north west
of Ruabon, above the Vale of Llangollen

Historically rich area with potential for
further discovery

Cultural character:
Predominantly rural, although farm
buildings are increasingly being
converted to non-agricultural uses,
mainly residential, with consequent
changes to local character and culture

The small lanes and footpaths are
used by walkers and cyclists

Rich cultural heritage

Aims Guidelines
Maintain rural  Resist unsympathetic development and conversion of
character farmstead

Ensure that any new development is integrated within the
landscape in local and distant views, through appropriate
siting, form of development, retention of vegetation and
traditional hedgerow/stone wall boundaries to minimise
visual impact
Restore and maintain stone buildings and walls
Further develop 'green' links into urban areas

Retain Avoid development which would be seen on skyline and
unbroken skyline assess proposals from at least 15 km distance

Preserve geology Maintain integrity and continuity of geological exposures and mines
new exposures Continue current management practices and assess any

Maintain, extend Maintain, enhance and expand lowland acid grassland,
and link habitats lowland pasture and upland mixed ash woods

Maintain existing wildlife corridors (e.g. woodlands,
hedgerows, road verges) and extend where possible

Manage woodlands Replace coniferous trees with native species
for biodiversity

Preserve archaeology Preserve and record village at Newtown Mountain,
discourage new planting over structures
Preserve Pen y Gaer hillfort and associated structures,
discourage woody vegetation, avoid overgrazing
Preserve existing field pattern, farmsteadings and early
industrial archaeology and carry out further surveys

Preserve and raise Liaise with local history societies, Welsh Mines
awareness of Preservation Trust, Clwyd Powys Archaeological Trust
cultural heritage and County Archaeologist

Maintain traditional Promote agri-environment schemes, and sensitive
farming economic diversification where required

Ensure recreational interests and access do not conflict
with farming interests

Management Guidance

Overall management strategy: 
Conservation

Landscape sensitivity
Very sensitive - the area is high and open but close to settlements, and is very
vulnerable to loss of vernacular building character and development of masts and
power lines, as well as changes in agricultural practices due to economic and
climatic factors

All our information is available  in
accessible formats

For further information contact:
Planning Environment
Planning Department

Wrexham County Borough Council
Lambpit Street, Wrexham. LL11 1AR

Tel:01978 292019
www.wrexham.gov.uk/planning

© Wrexham County Borough Council 2007 Back
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Minera - Gwynfryn - Bwlchgwyn 6
This is one of a series of Local
Planning Guidance Notes based on
Wrexham LANDMAP (adopted
November 2004), setting out
recommendations for each
Landscape Character area.

A history of limestone and sandstone quarrying, lead mining and farming link the
villages at the head of the Clywedog Valley, overlooked by a prominent north-facing
limestone scarp.

Landscape context
Although small in extent, this is the only significant area of limestone in Wrexham,
and contains habitats not found elsewhere in the county borough, as well as
distinctive scenery and settlement patterns. The character area also includes the
head of the Clywedog Valley where, historically, land use and settlement has been
influenced by exploitation of limestone and associated minerals, particularly lead.

Character Area boundaries should be considered transitional rather than precise.
© Crown copyright. All rights reserved Licence No.100023429. 2006
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Minera, Gwynfryn &
Bwlchgwyn  summary:

l Landscape strongly influenced
by geology

l Legacy of lead mining and
quarrying 

l Prominent north facing
limestone scarp

l Highest villages in Wrexham

l Area of landscape contrasts

l archeological and recreational
potential

l Outstanding wildlife value

% map not to scale

Map of Minera - Gwynfryn - Bwlchgwyn Landscape Character Area 

Key characteristics
Visual character:
l The limestone scarp, and the adjoining

head of the Clywedog valley are of
different character but visually linked.

l Open and exposed on higher ground
with a lack of tree cover and sparse
hedgerows.

l Villages with dispersed settlement
pattern, stone buildings frequent,built
of Cefn sandstone 

l Some old stone walls as field
boundaries, generally in poor repair

l Quarries provide strong contrasts
in terrain and colour in the landscape

l Pylons and overhead lines on
poles often clutter skyline

Geological character:
l Varied topography, between 250 and

350 m above sea level, with stepped
north-facing Carboniferous limestone
scarp, a continuation of the Eglwyseg
Crags in Denbighshire, separated by
the Minera Fault from the Millstone Grit
(Cefn-y-Fedw sandstone) landscape
to the east

l Much geological interest - mineralogy,
mines, caves and limestone pavement.

l Extensive evidence of former lead 
mining, limestone and sandstone
quarrying, particularly Minera and
Bwlchgwyn quarries

adopted March 2007/updated June 2009

NOTE: For clarification purposes, the
Country Park is Located at Minera lead
mines adjacent to New Brighton. Public
access elsewhere through this
character area including Minera Quarry
is restricted to public footpaths.
Countryside access land lies within the
character area. For details see The
Countryside Council for Wales website.

Minera Country Park

l

Minera Quarry
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Ecological character:
l Complex area with a variety of

fragmented habitats, including heath,
acid and calcareous grassland, caves,
bracken, woodland, scrub woodland
and bare rock

l The only area in Wrexham County
Borough with lowland calcareous grassland
and areas of limestone pavement

l Birch woodland of high value covers
the slopes around the entrance to
Minera quarry

Historical character:
l Villages have mainly 19th - 20th

century origin, associated with lead
mining and subsistence farming.
Resulting in a settlement pattern of
clustered small villages and scattered
roadside properties

l Many archeological sites, including
prehistoric caves at Minera the 
disused limestone quarry with its lime 
kilns Minera lead mine with Hoffman kilns,
engine houses, disused railway and 
other industrial archaeology features.

l Military border area - outer banks and
ditches of Fron Heulog Iron Age Hillfort
(Bwlchgwyn quarry) can still be seen

Cultural character:
l Agriculture, mainly upland grazing, is

the main land use

l Minera lead mines country park 
includes preserved lead mining features

l The area is linked to Wrexham by
the Clywedog Trail

l Area of rich historical and cultural
heritage.

Aims Guidelines
Minimise skyline  l Take opportunities where possible to remove existing overhead
clutter and conserve power lines and telegraph poles, resist siting of new ones
rural character l Resist new telecommunications masts in locations where they 

would be prominent on the skyline or within an open landscape
l Any new development is to avoid effecting natural skylines

and key views

Preserve character l Maintain dispersed settlement pattern and character of 
of existing settlement vernacular buildings

l Encourage use of local building materials, particularly Cefn
sandstone. Consider small scale working of local quarries
to supply local needs

Enhance remaining l Carry out ecological and archeological surveys in advance
areas of mining of work and preserve features of value
dereliction

Conserve geological l Maintain continuity and integrity of geological exposures, 
interest landforms, mines and caves 

l Protect and manage rare limestone pavement features
and associated flora in accordance with RIGS and SSSI
designation recommendations

l Raise awareness of the geological heritage of the area

Conserve and l Develop links between vulnerable natural habitats to
extend habitats increase sustainability

l Protect bats in urban areas, limestone caves and
archeological features

l Natural sites identified within the Green Network Strategy
are to be conserved

Safeguard industrial l Archaeology should be assessed where development
archeological heritage takes place over early mining

l Liaise with local history societies, Welsh Mines Preservation
Trust, Clwyd Powys archeological Trust and County
Archaeologist

Encourage l Incorporate Minera limestone quarry into the Clywedog
recreational uses Trail and develop footpath links to moorlands

l Develop new uses for old mineral sites, taking land 
ownership and safety into consideration

l Refer to Local Access Forum and link with adjoining areas
l Refer to Green Network Strategy and implement new links

Management Guidance

Overall management strategy:
Conservation and Enhancement

Landscape sensitivity
The area is high and exposed, so is sensitive to development of masts and overhead
power lines, which could be prominent. Pressure for standardised residential infill
development could change the distinctive character of the settlements. Quarries and
geological exposures are sensitive to landfill or other inappropriate development.

For further information contact:

Planning Environment
Planning Department

Wrexham County Borough Council
Lambpit Street, Wrexham. LL11 1AR

Tel:01978 292019
www.wrexham.gov.uk/planning

All our information is available  in
accessible formats

© Wrexham County Borough Council 2007 Quark/Env/LANDMAP/guidancenotes
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Chirk 7a
This is one of a series of Local
Planning Guidance Notes based on
Wrexham LANDMAP (adopted
November 2004), setting out
recommendations for each
Landscape Character area.

An area on the Welsh-English border, and on historic transport routes, with strongly
contrasting rural, suburban and industrial elements. 

Landscape context
Chirk is the southernmost and smallest of  four character areas in Wrexham which
border the uplands and have a mixed rural and urban landscape. The other areas are
Cefn Mawr, Rhosllanerchrugog-Rhostyllen, and West Wrexham Ridges and Valleys. 

Character Area boundaries should be considered transitional rather than precise
© Crown copyright. All rights reserved Licence No.100023429. 2006
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Chirk summary
Industrial Structures within a 
wider rural setting visually 
dominating much of the area 
and beyond

Canal (a major tourist 
attraction) road and rail 
corridors pass through the area

Chirk is within a shallow valley 
with open views to hills.

Contains nationally important 
viaduct and aqueduct historical 
landscape features

Village lies between the historic 
estates of Chirk Castle and 
Brynkinallt

map not to scale

Map of Chirk Landscape Character Area 
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Key characteristics
Visual character:

Area enclosed by hills to west and 
ridge to east but with generally open 
views

Chirk village and valley are in places 
influenced by industrial land use, 
structures, steam phume and 
occasionally by background noise 
and odurs

Countryside with large regular fields 
in mainly pastoral use, with 
hedgerows and sparse hedgerow 
trees

Visually diverse with mixture of 
historic and modern land uses. 

Communications corridor, with road, 
rail and canal running north-south 
along edge of uplands

To the east of Chirk a ridge cuts 
Chirk off the rest of lowland 
Wrexham

Geological character:
The minor ridge to the east of Chirk 
is formed from Coal Measures. 
Restored coal tips can be found at 
Chirk Green and Halton

Much of the area is covered by 
glacial till (clays) from which the 
clayey loam soils of the area are 
derived

Ecological character:
Farmland and golf course are mainly 
improved grassland of low 
biodiversity value

The Shropshire Union Canal is an
aquatic habitat of high value

adopted March 2007
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Aims Guidelines
Conserve undeveloped Resist siting of masts and other built development on 
rural hillside skylines and open slopes
character Ensure new development is integrated into existing village

Mitigate impact of Increase urban and rural tree planting generally
industry Reduce visual impact of business development in 

prominent rural setting at Halton through low rise 
building and colours which blend with countryside

Conserve and restore Preserve walls, landform and features of Whitehurst 17th
historic designed century gardens and Brynkinallt estate
landscape Encourage restoration and beneficial uses for Whitehurst 

Gardens and Brynkinalt walled gardens

Preserve geological Ensure new development or management practices do not
features and assess damage natural features or geological exposures
new exposures Assess any exposures for scientific or educational interest 

and protect if of value 

Enhance and extend Follow recommendations of Wrexham Biodiversity Action Plan
existing habitats for Manage canal banks for water vole, protect bats in 
wildlife buildings, walls and old trees

Promote agri-environment schemes, restore hay meadow 
management
Retain, enhance and extend woodlands
Protect existing wildlife corridors, including aquatic corridors
and hedgerows, and develop new ones - refer also to the 
Green Network Strategy

Preserve Evaluate archaeology in advance of development within the
archaeological medieval core area of Chirk, protect motte from loss of features
development Continue existing British Waterways management strategy 

for canal, conserve A5 (Telford's road)
Carry out further assessment of fieldscapes and develop a 
management strategy

Encourage local/ Maintain historic appearance of rural areas and promote 
sustainable tourist awareness, understanding and enjoyment of the historic
and business dimension of landscape character
initiatives The area is particularly sensitive to residential conversions of farm

buildings, which loose the original character of the building
Refer to Green Network Strategy due March 2007 and 
implement new links

Management Guidance

W r e x h a m  L a n d s c a p e  C h a r a c t e r  A r e a  G u i d a n c e

Small but valuable areas of 
broadleaved and coniferous woodland
are found in the area

Overall management strategy:
Enhancement, restoration and conservation

Historical and cultural
character:

The Shropshire Union Canal corridor, 
in cutting, has its own tranquil 
character.  It includes a visually and 
historically outstanding aqueduct over 
the River Ceiriog, close to the 
Chester-Shrewsbury railway viaduct, 
and is a visitor attraction, with a small 
marina next to Chirk Golf course

Chirk (English form of Welsh 'Ceiriog') 
is a medieval non-planned settlement 
with an earth motte and early church. 
It developed on the old A5 at the 
Welsh-English border

Whitehurst is an important, but 
neglected, 17th century walled 
garden which was once part of the 
Chirk estate

The former Brynkinalt Colliery is now 
restored to community woodland and 
open space, and new business uses 
are developing on restored colliery 
land at Halton

Landscape sensitivity
High sensitivity because of the close
proximity of tourist attractions and
scenic areas.  Whilst already
urbanised, Chirk is fvulnerable to
further development which could affect
the historical and rural landscape
character of the surroundings. 

For further information contact:
Planning Environment, Planning Department, Wrexham County Borough Council,

Lambpit Street, Wrexham. LL11 1AR.  Tel:01978 292019.  www.wrexham.gov.uk/planning

All our information is available  in accessible formats

© Wrexham County Borough Council 2007 Back
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Cefn Mawr 7b
This is one of a series of Local
Planning Guidance Notes based on
Wrexham LANDMAP (adopted
November 2004), setting out
recommendations for each
Landscape Character area.

Set on a ridge overlooking the scenic Dee Valley at the entrance to the Vale of
Llangollen, this area, including Cefn Mawr, Acrefair, Plas Madoc and  Rhosymedre,
has a significant industrial heritage

Landscape context
Cefn Mawr is one of four character areas in Wrexham which have a mixed rural and
urban landscape. The other areas are Chirk, Rhosllanerchrugog - Rhostyllen and
West Wrexham Ridges and Valleys

Character Area boundaries should be considered transitional rather than precise
© Crown copyright. All rights reserved Licence No.100023429. 2006
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Cefn Mawr summary:

Fragmented area of urban
villages and open space with a
legacy of industrial land uses

Densely built hillside village of
Cefn Mawr set on a ridge with
good views over the Dee valley

Chemical industries 

Restored farmland to north, and
much green space within
settlements

Important area for industrial
archaeology

Need for sympathetic regeneration
without loss of heritage

map not to scale

Map of Cefn Mawr Landscape Character Area 

Key characteristics
Visual character:

Several communities of different
character make up the urban area,
including tightly built Cefn Mawr set on
a ridge; the 1960s housing estate of
Plas Madoc, and Acrefair, seen from
the Llangollen Rd tourist route

Good views to the south over the Dee
Valley towards the Berwyn foothills

Unsightly industrial development
prominent in views from the south west

Much 'brownfield' land including old
sandstone quarries, forming extensive
open space network.

Countryside to the north is recovering
from past industrial exploitation and
though improving visually, vegetation
is immature and drainage disrupted.

Geological character:
Underlain by sedimentary rocks - Coal
Measures of Carboniferous age,
mostly covered by glacial till

Cefn Mawr is located on a ridge of
yellow sandstone (Cefn Rock), which
was quarried for local buildings

Artificial landforms form large
proportion of area - restored opencast
mining, spoil heaps, clay pits etc

adopted March 2007
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Ecological character:
Mixed area with much valuable
secondary grassland or scrub
woodland on former industrial land

Remnants of semi-natural vegetation
including lowland pasture and
broadleaved woodland linked to the
small valley of the Tref-y-nant Brook

Restored land in the Delph area is
improved grassland of low value, but
new hedges provide a valuable green
network

Historical character:
Settlements are mainly of 19th or 20th
century origin, linked to exploitation of
area's minerals

Sandstone quarries in Cefn Mawr
provided stone for the Pontcysyllte
Aqueduct and many other buildings

Network of disused industrial railway lines

The chemical works are situated at the
end of a former link to the Llangollen
branch of the Shropshire Union Canal,
which transported materials and
products to and from the area

The former Plas Bennion explosives
factory is a 20th century military site

Cultural character:
The area is of great interest for its
industrial heritage, developed through
the enterprise of prominent individuals

The commercial centre of Cefn Mawr
is presently undergoing regeneration
through a Townscape Heritage
Initiative, and has recently been
designated a Conservation Area

There is a significant proportion of
Welsh-speaking inhabitants

Aims Guidelines
Promote urban Retain existing woodland and trees within the settlement and
forestry carry out woodland management to increase amenity value

Increase urban and rural tree planting, particularly on 
derelict and neglected sites of low ecological value

Protect and improve existing footpaths and rights of way in
urban and rural areas
Utilise extensive network of 'brownfield' sites to develop 
an accessible green network - enhance green spaces 
and link with footpath and cycle network

Preserve local Preserve local character including built development,
distinctiveness industrial sites,  field systems and small scale road and

building pattern 
Use local building materials including Cefn sandstone and
Ruabon red bricks where possible
Follow Conservation Area guidance where applicable

Preserve geological Ensure new development or management practices do not
features damage natural topography or geological exposures

Assess exposures for scientific or educational interest and
protect if of value

Enhance and extend Protect existing wildlife corridors, including aquatic 
exisiting habitiats for corridors and hedgerows, and develop new ones
wildlife

Preserve Preserve surviving industrial structures - including tramway
archaeological and railway lines, and assess in context of wider industrial
features landscape

Evaluate known archaeological sites prior to development,
including the many industrial sites

Enhance the main tourist route through the area,
Llangollen Road
Promote awareness, understanding and enjoyment of the
area's heritage
Refer to Green Network Strategy due March 2007 and
implement new links

Management Guidance

Overall management strategy:
Enhancement, restoration and conservation

Landscape sensitivity
Very sensitive - the area is very
vulnerable to development which does
not take account of the very distinctive
settlement patterns, industrial heritage,
tourist traffic passing through the area,
and prominent location overlooking
Dee valley

Sustainable
development which
does not depend on
the car

Encourage local and
sustainable tourist
and business the
initiatives

For further information contact:
Planning Environment, Planning Department, Wrexham County Borough Council,

Lambpit Street, Wrexham. LL11 1AR.  Tel:01978 292019.  www.wrexham.gov.uk/planning

All our information is available  in accessible formats

© Wrexham County Borough Council 2007 Back



Rhosllannerchrugog - Rhostyllen
Ruabon - Penycae 7c

This is one of a series of Local
Planning Guidance Notes based on
Wrexham LANDMAP (adopted
November 2004), setting out
recommendations for each
Landscape Character area.

Closely-built former mining communities with a rich cultural heritage, located on the
lower slopes of Ruabon Mountain, and distinguished by the widespread use of local
Ruabon red brick

Landscape context
Rhosllannerchrugog - Rhostyllen is one of four character areas in Wrexham which have
a mixed rural and urban landscape. The other areas are Chirk, Cefn Mawr and West
Wrexham Ridges and Valleys

Character Area boundaries should be considered transitional rather than precise
© Crown copyright. All rights reserved Licence No.100023429. 2006
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Rhosllannerchrugog
Rhostyllen - Ruabon
Penycae summary

Rural and urban areas affected 
by history of mining and 
quarrying

Villages (Rhos, Penycae,
Rhostyllen, Ruabon) 
characterised by high density 
and use of Ruabon red brick

Prehistoric military border area - 
Gardden hill fort and Offa's 
Dyke 

Much accessible natural
greenspace forming ecological 
network, including woodland 
and grassland habitats of high 
value

The A483 and railway follow the
lower edge of area

map not to scale

Map of Rhosllannerchrugog - Rhostyllen Landscape Character Area 

L a n d s c a p e  C h a r a c t e r  A r e a  7 c

Key characteristics
Visual character:

Lower slopes of Ruabon Mountain
consisting of undulating farmland,
with residential and industrial
development.

Bersham colliery and tip, and the
former Hafod tip, now restored, are
landmarks

Geological character:
Gentle Carboniferous Coal Measure
slopes (sandstone) mostly overlain
by glacial till, although
Rhosllannerchrugog centre is built 
on an outcrop

A sandstone ridge, highest
at Gardden Hill and followed to the
north by Offa's Dyke (part now
under Johnstown) runs through the
centre of the character area

To the east of Johnstown, Etruria
Marl has been quarried to make the
characteristic red bricks and tiles

Ecological character:
Most farmland is improved
grassland of low biodiversity value

Some former industrial sites are
now of high wildlife value, including
Stryt Las (great crested newts), the
former Hafod tip (a young
broadleaved woodland), and birch
woodland north of Rhos

Fragmented areas of semi-natural 
vegetation include broadleaved
scrub, neutral grassland, upland oak
woodland along the Afon Eitha
valley, beech woodland on Gardden
Hill, neutral grassland at Legacy
substation, lowland pasture, and oak/
ash/sycamore woodlands around
the Crematorium and Llwyneinion

adopted March 2007
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Aims Guidelines
Enhance visual Promote urban forestry and enhance remaining areas of 
character neglected or derelict land

Rationalise/reduce overhead power line clutter
Survey and assess use of sandstone and local brick in 
walls and buildings

Develop an Retain and improve environment for pedestrians and
accessible green cyclists within settlements through the development of 
network accessible natural green space and green network 

( refer to Green Strategy due March 2007)

Conserve geological Maintain morphological integrity of landform and assess
features new exposures

Enhance and extend Develop wildlife corridors as part of a green network, linking 
existing habitats for areas of fragmented habitats (refer to Green Network 
wildlife Strategy due March 2007)

Maintain ponds and protected great crested newts
Maintain, enhance and expand: scrub, broadleaved 
woodland, lowland pasture and hedges
Diversify improved grassland and farmland and reduce 
chemical use in agriculture

Preserve archaeological Preserve mining remains, especially winding house,
features headgear and tip at Bersham, maintain and repair

Development which adversely affect the site or setting of 
Offa’s Dyke or Gardden Hill Fort would not be permitted
Preserve historic core of Ruabon, including mills and 
chapels

Survey area of potential Evaluate historic core of settlements prior to development
archaeological interest and assess in relation to wider historic landscape

Carry out surveys of former colliery sites, railway lines and
quarries, and assess in context of wider industrial
landscape.Conserve historic transport routes

Strengthen cultural Preserve coal mining heritage at Bersham Colliery as 
identities of settlements visible reminder of Wrexham's former industrial base

Preserve character of lower Ruabon slopes e.g. field
systems, industrial sites

Support Welsh-language cultural initiatives, and culturally
distinct communities

Management guidance

W r e x h a m  L a n d s c a p e  C h a r a c t e r  A r e a  G u i d a n c e

Historical character:
Settlements  are mainly of 19th  -20th
century origin but Penycae and
Ruabon have older centres

Coal mining remains are frequent but
Bersham Colliery, with its coal spoil
tip and remaining headgear is of
particularly high value. Industrial sites
are linked by a network of disused
industrial railways 

Border area - prehistoric military 
hillfort  at Gardden and Offa's 
Dyke, marking a former political and
military boundary

Cultural character:
Rhostyllen, with modern industrial
and commercial areas next to the 
A483, is now closely linked to 
Wrexham town

Johnstown, once linked with the
brickworks and Hafod colliery, is a
mainly English-speaking community.

Rhosllannercrugog is a culturally 
rich community with strong Welsh 
culture and language 

Surrounding farming is under 
pressure, with part time holdings 
and increase in 'horsiculture'

Hafod y Bonc Country Park is a
former tip now important for 
environmental education and 
recreation

Overall management strategy:
Enhancement, conservation and sustainable development

All our information is available  in
accessible formats

For further information contact:
Planning Environment
Planning Department

Wrexham County Borough Council
Lambpit Street, Wrexham. LL11 1AR

Tel:01978 292019
www.wrexham.gov.uk/planning

Landscape sensitivity:
The distinctive Welsh identity of the
area is vulnerable to development
pressure, particularly infill housing of
standardised design and materials.The
A483 corridor is visually threatened by
nearby landfill, masts, building
development and power lines.
Surrounding farmland is also very
vulnerable to urban pressures

© Wrexham County Borough Council 2007 BackBack
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West Wrexham Ridges and Valleys  7d
This is one of a series of Local
Planning Guidance Notes based on
Wrexham LANDMAP (adopted
November 2004), setting out
recommendations for each
Landscape Character area.

A complex area of former mining villages, industry, farmland and woodland in a landscape
of distinct ridges and valleys which are aligned towards Wrexham town

Landscape context
West Wrexham Ridges and Valleys is the largest and most varied of four character
areas in Wrexham which have a mixed rural and urban landscape. The other areas
are Chirk, Rhosllannerchrugog - Rhostyllen, and Cefn Mawr

W r e x h a m  L a n d s c a p e  C h a r a c t e r  A r e a  G u i d a n c e

West Wrexham Ridges and
Valleys summary:

Mixed rural and urban village 
character

Strong NW-SE orientation, with
alternating ridges and valleys 

Hilltop villages separated by
woodland, former industrial land
and farmland

Widespread use of local Cefn
sandstone in older buildings,
and distinctive stone walls

Changing landscape as post
mining restoration and
regeneration continue

Variety of wildlife habitats
including small but important
wetlands

Border area - Offa's Dyke and
site of prehistoric hillfort

map not to scale

Key characteristics

Visual character:
Visually varied and complex, including
lowland, valleys and hill and scarp areas

Characteristic undulating hill slopes
with wooded valleys 

Views towards Wrexham and the 
lowlands 

Urban villages and Wrexham linked by
roads crossing open lowland farmland
area 

Scattered groups of buildings in local
Cefn sandstone and stone-built village
cores, individuality in later additions
but much standardised modern
housing development

Geological character:
The complex landform is related to
geological faults, with alternating
series of  resistant sandstone ridges,
and Coal Measure valleys of
Carboniferous age

Villages are built on outcrops of  Cefn
Rock (sandstone) which has been
quarried for local building stone

Glacial till covers much of the lower
areas, with glacial sands and gravels
towards Wrexham 

Many artificial landforms including the
former Brymbo steelworks site

Ecological character:
Much of the non-built area is improved
grassland or arable of relatively low value

Map of West Wrexham Ridges and Valleys Landscape Character Area 

Character Area boundaries should be considered transitional rather than precise
© Crown copyright. All rights reserved Licence No.100023429. 2006
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Important wetlands include reed mace
swamp at Gatewen Moss and rich
swamp and marshy grassland at
Higher Berse Marsh.  Gwenfro valley
has wet woodland and areas of
valuable lowland pasture

Plas Power tip and the former Brymbo 
Steelworks site are being restored
mainly to broadleaved woodland

Historical character:
Countryside has remnants of ridge
and furrow, regular and irregular
fields, but much land has been disturbed

Most settlement is related to 19th and
20th century mining and industry

Remnants of Bryn y Gaer prehistoric
military hillfort at Pentre Broughton and
the route of Offa's dyke can be identified 

Brymbo steelworks heritage area and
Plas Power colliery buildings have been
preserved

Network of disused industrial railway
lines crosses area

Cultural character:
Urban villages retain their own cultural
identity, but this is becoming weakened

Area is affected by A483 corridor,
which separates it from Wrexham, but
increases accessibility to commuters

Agriculture is still of some importance
but horsiculture is an increasing land use

Aims Guidelines
Promote urban forestry, strengthen, restore and enhance
wooded valleys
Keep settlements separate and maintain green barrier 
between villages and Wrexham town
Encourage the restoration and repair of rural and urban
stone walls using local stone 
Avoid standardised new developments using non-local 
materials and inappropriate highway design

Maintain and develop green corridors for wildlife and
people, linking rural and urban green spaces

Encourage hedgerow retention and management and new 
hedgerow and tree planting along the urban fringe
Promote agri-environment agreements to encourage
management for public access and wildlife as well as
sustainable agricultural production
Areas for Horsiculture are to conserve traditional field boundaries
Avoid the proliferation of fences, structures and buildings
within the countryside, where this would erode character

Maintain continuity and integrity of rock and glacial
exposures and landforms

Maintain high water table in wetland habitats and extend
wetland habitats
Maintain secondary habitats in industrial redevelopments
Protect potential bat and owl roosting sites in old buildings
and walls
Manage and extend woodlands to improve structure and
wildlife value 

Maintain green areas to preserve surviving archaeology,
carry out field and desk studies of fieldscape
Preserve by record Bryn y Gaer hillfort, evaluate in
advance of any development or groundworks
Evaluate industrial sites in urban villages in advance of
development
Preserve disused railway lines, and assess in wider
industrial context
No development on or near Offa's Dyke - contact Cadw

Support community cultural initiatives in urban villages,
preserve historic appearance of buildings and settlements

Management Guidance

Overall management strategy:
Conservation

Enhance character
of hill villages and
wooded valleys

Conserve geological
features

Promote positive
management of
urban fringe
countryside

Develop an accessible
green network

Enhance and extend
existing habitats for
wildlife

Preserve
archaeological
features

Preserve local
distinctiveness 

All our information is available  in
accessible formats

For further information contact:
Planning Environment
Planning Department

Wrexham County Borough Council
Lambpit Street, Wrexham. LL11 1AR

Tel:01978 292019
www.wrexham.gov.uk/planning

© Wrexham County Borough Council 2007

Landscape sensitivity
This area continues to accommodate
profound changes, but is vulnerable to
further loss of local distinctiveness, and
coalescence of villages because of
continuing development pressure. The
small scale of the ridges and valleys
means they are sensitive to large scale
development, masts and power lines,
and inappropriate engineered landfoms

Back



Gwersyllt, Llay, Gresford, Borras  8
This is one of a series of Local
Planning Guidance Notes based on
Wrexham LANDMAP (adopted
November 2004), setting out
recommendations for each
Landscape Character area.

A valuable lowland plateau of well-drained agricultural land, sand and gravel
extraction, and commuter villages with a mining history, which surrounds Wrexham to
the north and east.

Landscape context
This character area is a centrally situated lowland terrace which has historically been a
favourable area for settlement and farming. Its extent and character are threatened by
urban growth, road corridors sand and gravel quarrying. 

W r e x h a m  L a n d s c a p e  C h a r a c t e r  A r e a  G u i d a n c e

Gwersyllt, Llay, Gresford,
Borras summary

Gently undulating lowland
plateau formed by glacial sands
and gravels 

Prominent escarpment at
Marford 

Fast-changing area with active
sand and gravel quarries and
large areas of restored land

Unusual and distinctive
landscape of kettle holes of
glacial origin south of Gresford

East and west areas separated
by River Alyn valley

Good well-drained agricultural
land - few ponds and ditches 

Growing commuter villages,
originally mining communities

Border area - crossed by Wat's Dyke

map not to scale

Map of Gwersyllt, Llay, Gresford, Borras Landscape Character Area 

L a n d s c a p e  C h a r a c t e r  A r e a  8

Key characteristics
Visual character:

Generally undulating open arable
farmland affected by proximity to
urban areas

Large visible sand quarry at
Ballswood to west of A483.Other
quarries are extensive but less
widely visible

Very distinctive kettle hole
landscape to the east of Wrexham,
including open farmland dimpled
with hollows and attractive
landscapes with open water, mosses
and woodland

Mixed industrial development and
locally prominent coal tips at Llay
and Gresford

Villages are semi-rural with
extensive suburban development

Geological character:
Part of the plateau known as the
Wrexham Delta Terrace with deep
deposits of fluvio-glacial sands and
gravels

Much has been quarried in the past
and there are large areas of artificial
restored landforms

Noticeable escarpment to east and
north, steepest near Marford 

Wet and dry kettle holes, depending
on depth of water table. Vicarage
Moss and the former Singret Quarry
have glacial features of particular
interest

The Grade 1 and 2 soils of the area
are derived from the well-drained
sands and gravels

Character Area boundaries should be considered transitional rather than precise
© Crown copyright. All rights reserved Licence No.100023429. 2006
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Aims Guidelines
Restrict and mitigate  environmental impact from quarrying
Retain and protect landscape with distinctive kettle hole
topography
Protect physical and visual integrity of scarps from 
inappropriate development

Maintain continuity and integrity of exposures and landforms
Maintain integrity of glacial landforms, kettle holes and
fluvial landforms

Promote agri-environment agreements, encourage
sustainable farming on high quality farmland
Plant new hedgerow trees, particularly oaks to replace
overmature trees
Protect raised bogs 

Preserve in situ any surviving banks and ditches of Y Gaer
Hillfort in Llay
Evaluate industrial sites before development, preserve
disused railway and tram lines
Development which adversely affected the site or setting of
Wat’s Dyke would not be permitted - contact CADW

Avoid draining and improvement of kettle hole bogs, carry
out archaeo-environmental study 
Carry out further field assessment of Gresford and Marford
and surrounding fieldscape
Evaluate moat site at Horsely Hall
Preserve important elements of designed landscapes, and seek
to reinstate original design intent, where in decline or degraded

Continue existing management of Alyn Waters country
park and consider links with area of former Llay Hall colliery
and Bryn Alyn area
Refer to Green Network Strategy due March 2007 and 
implement new links

Preserve sense of community and industrial history in
former mining villages

Management guidance

W r e x h a m  L a n d s c a p e  C h a r a c t e r  A r e a  G u i d a n c e

Ecological character:
Most farmland is improved

Sand quarries provide disturbed land
and areas of natural regeneration of
value for wildlife

Important basin mires at Vicarage
Moss (SSSI) and Llay Bog
Small areas of semi-natural woodland 

Historical character:
Remnants of ridge and furrow, regular
and irregular fields

Wat’s Dyke is a prehistoric military
feature on a former political boundary

Kettle holes are valuable for the
potential archaeological record they
may hold

Gresford, Marford and Llay are of
medieval origin, while Gwersyllt and
Bradley are of 19th and 20th century
origin

Remnants of Y Gaer prehistoric
military enclosure at Llay

Designed landscapes at Cefn Park
and the former Horsely Hall

Cultural character:
Major transport routes make the area
very accessible to commuters

Llay is a good example of a planned
radial colliery community, with a
prominent Miner's Institute

Alyn Waters Country Park on
reclaimed land is a popular centre for
informal recreation

Strong sense of place at Bryn Alyn
hillfort overlooking Alyn Valley

Overall management strategy:
Conservation, Mitigation, Restoration, Enhancement.

Landscape sensitivity:
The landscape is under very high pressure. It is highly vulnerable to further sand and gravel quarrying - irreversible loss of character would
result from any major schemes. High quality arable land is vulnerable to future residential, recreational highway, and commercial development.

Conserve special
features and visual
qualities 

Conserve geological
features

Preserve known
archaeological sites

Conserve and extend
habitats for wildlife

Preserve historic
landscape features and
survey / assess the
historic resource

Develop recreational
potential of area

Strengthen cultural
heritage of area

All our information is available  in
accessible formats

For further information contact:
Planning Environment
Planning Department

Wrexham County Borough Council
Lambpit Street, Wrexham. LL11 1AR

Tel:01978 292019
www.wrexham.gov.uk/planning

© Wrexham County Borough Council 2007 Back



Clywedog Valley, Plas Power and Bersham  9a
This is one of a series of Local
Planning Guidance Notes based on
Wrexham LANDMAP (adopted
November 2004), setting out
recommendations for each
Landscape Character area

Small wooded valley from Wrexham to Minera, providing woodland walks with
industrial archaeology and nature conservation interest, historically linked to Plas
Power estate and Bersham iron works

Landscape context
This is one of several minor river valleys which are well wooded, with features showing
former industrial uses. Adjacent farmed and wooded estate countryside is also included in
this character area. The other valleys of this type are the River Alyn valley (9b), Ffrith Valley
(9c) and Dee Valley - Froncysyllte to Newbridge (9d)

W r e x h a m  L a n d s c a p e  C h a r a c t e r  A r e a  G u i d a n c e

Clywedog Valley, Plas Power
and Bersham summary

Cut-off areas of countryside,
and wooded valley to the east
of Wrexham town  

Woodlands of high nature
conservation value

Country parks at Nant Mill and
Minera

High potential for recreation,
linking town and country

Heritage centre and ironworks
at Bersham

Plas Power estate adjoining
Clywedog Valley, surrounded by
a magnificent stone wall

map not to scale

Map of Clywedog Valley, Plas Power and Bersham Landscape Character Area

L a n d s c a p e  C h a r a c t e r  A r e a  9 a

Key characteristics
Visual character:

Varied visual character but area,
though close to settlements, is
separated from them by walls, roads
or topography and has a more
tranquil character 

Upper Clywedog valley is
overlooked by Coedpoeth and
Minera, middle section is a wooded
rocky gorge, and lower section is
more shallow with a mosaic of
lowland farmland and woodland

Substantial Cefn sandstone stone
walls of the Plas Power estate
surround approximately a square
mile of parkland

Geological character:
In this area the upper Clywedog
Valley follows a course between

Esclusham Mountain to the south
and Coal Measure areas to the
north, separated by fault lines.  The
lower valley cuts through part of the
terrace of sands and gravels known
as the Wrexham delta terrace, on
which Wrexham sits

The river is incised into the
landform, and where it cuts through
resistant Cefn sandstone in the area
of Nant Mill Country Park there are
steep slopes and rock exposures

There is much disturbed land or
woodland, but soils are generally
derived from alluvium or glacial drift.

Ecological character:
Several valuable habitats associated
with the river, valley bottom and
floodplain

River Clywedog is an aquatic habitat
of high value

Character Area boundaries should be considered transitional rather than precise
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Aims Guidelines
Retain wooded valley character

Protect and restore remaining historic landscape features of
interest in Plas Power estate, ensure appropriate land uses

Maintain continuity and integrity of rock exposures and 
Landforms and assess new exposure
Maintain integrity of fluvial and glacial landforms

Enhance river bank habitats and minimise hard bank engineering
such as canalisation or retaining walls
Replace coniferous trees with native broadleaved trees in
woodlands, increase diversity in woodland structure, retain
old/dead trees standing or fallen, restrict grazing
Enhance lowland pastures
Encourage agri-environment agreements for sustainable
land management
Refer to Green network strategy due March 2007 to identify 
potential sites

Preserve evidence of former industrial uses along river
Assess archaeology prior to any new developments
No development on or near Offa's Dyke - contact Cadw
Preserve important elements of designed landscapes, and seek
to reinstate original design intent, where in decline or degraded

Support Clywedog Trail and Bersham Heritage Centre 
Manage valley woodlands and historic landscape features
for recreation and education
Strengthen links into Wrexham Town, and up to Minera
Quarry and Esclusham Mountain ( refer to Green Network 
Strategy)

Management guidance
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Upland mixed ash woodland of high
value and oak/ash/sycamore
woodland are found in the valley and
Plas Power estate 

Historical character:
The area is crossed by Offa's Dyke, a
prehistoric military feature of
outstanding archaeological value

The eastern half of the Plas Power
estate is restored land, following post
war opencast coal mining, and the
remaining designed landscape is in
poor condition

North of Bersham, the farmland
retains a pattern of small fields

Cultural character:
Recreational and educational area
with Clywedog Trail from Wrexham to
Minera, Bersham Heritage Centre and
Minera lead mining centre, and the
Nant Mill Country Park

Bersham, now a Conservation Area,
was a centre for iron working, and
originally the trees from the valley
provided charcoal for smelting.  John
Wilkinson (1728-1808) known as 'the
father of the iron trade' is of
international renown - the ironworks
supplied clients throughout Europe 

The valley is linked to the Plas
Power estate, of which the central
core (the Hall has been lost) and the
higher parts survive 

Overall management strategy:
Conservation and Restoration

Landscape sensitivity:
The scale of the valley is very small, and any incongruous development within it or
nearby, or loss of tree cover could affect its character. The Plas Power estate and
Bersham areas are vulnerable to recreational and residential development because
of their proximity to Wrexham town.

Enhance existing
visual character

Conserve geological
features

Conserve historical
features 

Enhance and extend
wildlife habitats

Enhance and interpret
cultural heritage

All our information is available  in
accessible formats

For further information contact:
Planning Environment
Planning Department

Wrexham County Borough Council
Lambpit Street, Wrexham. LL11 1AR

Tel:01978 292019
www.wrexham.gov.uk/planning

© Wrexham County Borough Council 2006 Back



River Alyn Valley  9b
This is one of a series of Local
Planning Guidance Notes based on
Wrexham LANDMAP (adopted
November 2004), setting out
recommendations for each
Landscape Character area.

Valley of the River Alyn which is cut into the sandy lowland plateau on which
Wrexham, Gresford and Llay are situated. It appears generally wooded but
also includes a variety of other land uses, both urban and rural in character

Landscape context
The River Alyn Valley is one of several wooded river valleys which have been
affected by industrial uses, past or present. The other landscape character areas
of this type are Clywedog Valley (9a), Ffrith Valley (9c) and Dee Valley -
Froncysyllte to Newbridge (9d)

W r e x h a m  L a n d s c a p e  C h a r a c t e r  A r e a  G u i d a n c e

River Alyn Valley summary
Much broadleaved woodland of
high biodiversity value

Variety of other important
habitats particularly grasslands
and aquatic or damp habitats

Followed by A483, Chester
Shrewsbury railway and part of
Mold Road

Part within Alyn Waters country
park

Fragmented land use pattern

Wilderness tip is a locally
prominent feature

Archaeologically rich area
including prehistoric hill fort at
Bryn Alyn, and Wat's Dyke

map not to scale

Map of River Alyn Valley Landscape Character Area

L a n d s c a p e  C h a r a c t e r  A r e a  9 b

Key characteristics
Visual character:

Lowland wooded valley in two main
sections

To the west the valley is narrow and
hidden from general view

The eastern section is wider and
viewed from the A483 and railway,
providing an attractive entrance to
Wrexham town. Wilderness Tip,
Gresford industrial estate, masts,
and the active sand quarry at
Ballswood intrude in some views

Geological character:
The River Alyn Valley drains
eastward to the River Dee and is
cut deeply into the sands and
gravels of the lowland plateau

known as the Wrexham Delta
Terrace, with a very sharp change of
direction near north Wrexham

Artificial landforms, caused by
mining, quarrying and reclamation
works are common

Ecological character:
Valley woodlands include semi natural 
ancient woodland, upland mixed ash 
woodland and dense scrub

Some particularly valuable
grassland habitats can be found,
including restored areas which are
important for threatened species
such as skylarks

The river is important for aquatic
species, and there are associated
wetland habitats including swamp,
sedge, wet woodland and rush pasture

Character Area boundaries should be considered transitional rather than precise
© Crown copyright. All rights reserved Licence No.100023429. 2006

adopted March 2007



L a n d s c a p e  C h a r a c t e r  A r e a  9 b

Aims Guidelines
Avoid large scale and inappropriate development
Retain and strengthen wooded character

Maintain continuity and integrity of exposures and landforms 
Maintain integrity of fluvial and glacial landforms

Maintain and develop woodland corridors, expand native
woodlands types, increase diversity in woodland structure and
retain old/dead trees
Enhance river bank habitats and minimise hard bank engineering
such as canalisation or retaining walls
Protect otters, water voles and bats - refer to River Habitat
Action Plan and Otter Species Action Plan
Enhance lowland pastures and protect and manage lowland
meadows

Preserve Bryn Alyn hillfort in situ, encourage removal of
woody vegetation, assess in relation to wider historic 
No development on or near Wat's Dyke - contact Cadw
Conserve and assess fieldscape 

Improve public access to Bryn Alyn area, with low key
interpretation - consider links with Alyn Waters Country Park
(refer to green network Strategy due March 2007 for other links)
Preserve visible reminders of regional coal industry at Alyn
Industrial Park
Continue existing management of Alyn Waters Country
Park, consider incorporating former Llay Hall colliery site
Support community history initiatives
Improve linkage of routes for recreational access generally

Management guidance
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Historical character:
Wat's Dykes crosses at Bryn Alyn and
follows the northern edge of the valley

Bryn Alyn hillfort, is an important
feature, but the former Rofft hillfort at
Gresford has been largely quarried away

Cultural character:
Generally mixed, with employment
areas at Alyn and Gresford industrial
estates, recreation and education for
the surrounding population at Alyn
Waters country park, transport links
(Wrexham - Chester and Wrexham -
Mold), and also agricultural production

Alyn industrial estate is of high
heritage value with its surviving colliery
buildings with prominent chimney 
seen from the A541 (Mold Road).

The former Llay Hall colliery site has
been restored to natural grassland
and trees, but Wilderness Tip
(formerly part of Gresford colliery)
remains 

The Bryn Alyn area, with its
promontory hill fort, Bronze Age
mound, Wat's Dyke and steep slopes,
has a particularly strong sense of place

Overall management strategy:
Conservation, restoration and enhancement

Enhance existing
visual character

Conserve geological
features

Conserve historical
features 

Enhance and extend
wildlife habitats

Enhance and interpret
cultural heritage

© Wrexham County Borough Council 2007

Landscape sensitivity:
The Alyn Valley is a small scale linear
character area and is vulnerable to any
inappropriate built development within
it or on its edge. It already suffers a
loss of tranquillity and accessibility
because of major roads All our information is available  in

accessible formats

For further information contact:
Planning Environment
Planning Department

Wrexham County Borough Council
Lambpit Street, Wrexham. LL11 1AR

Tel:01978 292019
www.wrexham.gov.uk/planning

Back



Ffrith Valley  9c
This is one of a series of Local
Planning Guidance Notes based on
Wrexham LANDMAP (adopted
November 2004), setting out
recommendations for each
Landscape Character area

A relatively hidden but scenic deep wooded valley on the Flintshire border

Landscape context
The Ffrith Valley is one of several wooded river valleys which have been affected by
industrial uses, past or present.  The other landscape character areas of this type are
Clywedog Valley (9a), River Alyn Valley (9b) and Dee Valley - Froncysyllte to Newbridge (9d)

W r e x h a m  L a n d s c a p e  C h a r a c t e r  A r e a  G u i d a n c e

Ffrith Valley summary
Deep wooded valley running
west to east from Llandegla
Moors to Cefn-y-bedd

Transition from upland to 
lowland

Industrial archaeology - old 
quarries, disused railways,
mines, iron working

Tributary valleys with farmland
and woodland 

Potential for informal recreation

map not to scale

Map of Ffrith Valley Landscape Character Area

L a n d s c a p e  C h a r a c t e r  A r e a  9 c

Key characteristics
Visual character:

Relatively high quality landscape -
scenic and rural in appearance, with
backdrop of hills

Good views northwards from
Bwlchgwyn and Windy Hill

The Ffrith rises on the edge of the
Llandegla Moors, where the valley
has an open, grazed upland
character 

From the Nant y Ffrith reservoir in
Denbighshire to the River Alyn at
Cefn y Bedd, the valley becomes
steep sided and more wooded, with
minor tributaries joining

The lower part of the valley includes
more settlement, farmland and
disturbed land while retaining an
overall wooded character

Geological character:
The Ffrith valley follows fault lines,
cutting into rocks of Carboniferous
age, including an outcrop of Minera
limestone near Bwlchgwyn, and
Cefn y Fedw sandstone (millstone
grit). There are disused quarries

Mixed sedimentary rocks (Coal
Measures), often overlain by glacial
till, are also found in the character area

Artificial restored landforms at
Glascoed following mineral extraction

Ecological character:
Woodlands of value include beech,
wet woodland, oak/ash/sycamore
and upland mixed ash woodland
types. There are also conifer
plantations

Other habitats include lowland

Character Area boundaries should be considered transitional rather than precise
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L a n d s c a p e  C h a r a c t e r  A r e a  9 c

Aims Guidelines
Continue restoration of former quarry/industrial sites within 
a predominantly natural landscape, and manage for 
recreational and rural land uses
Maintain the low key balance of wooded valleys with limited 
visual development
Promote cross-border co-operation with Flintshire on 
management, to preserve overall character

Maintain continuity and integrity of rock exposures and
landforms, and promote education and understanding of
geological heritage

Replace coniferous trees with native broadleaved trees in
woodlands and increase diversity in woodland structure and
retain old/dead trees, standing or fallen. Expand native
woodland types and restrict grazing in woodlands
Enhance lowland pastures
Diversify general agricultural land and enhance and extend
hedgerows. Protect otters, water voles and bats

Assess Coed Celyn quarry
Survey Ffrwd iron working complex, encourage re-use of buildings
Preserve disused railway lines, assess relation to wider
industrial context 
Carry out further field and desk study of Wrexham
borderlands fieldscape

Preserve character of countryside - field systems,
settlement and  industrial sites 
Develop public access and interpretation

Management guidance
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pasture, dry lowland heath and
lowland acid grassland and rush

Remaining areas are mostly improved
grassland and farmland of low
biodiversity value

Historical character:
Remnants of former railway lines and
industrial uses including stone
quarrying, coal mining and metal
processing (Ffrwd iron working)

Industrial archaeology includes former
water mills

Part of Wrexham borderlands
fieldscape

Cultural character:
Agricultural land uses, mainly pasture
on less steeply sloping ground

Informal recreation

Overall management strategy:
Conservation and enhancement

Conserve and
enhance landscape
character

Conserve geological
features

Assess and preserve
archaeology 

Enhance and extend
woodland and other
habitats

Preserve cultural
heritage

For further information contact:
Planning Environment
Planning Department
Wrexham County Borough Council
Lambpit Street, Wrexham. LL11 1AR
Tel:01978 292019
www.wrexham.gov.uk/planning

All our information is available  in
accessible formatsLandscape sensitivity:

The area is sensitive to any
development which could detract
or erode its rural character

© Wrexham County Borough Council 2007 Back



Dee Valley, Froncysyllte to Newbridge  9d
This is one of a series of Local
Planning Guidance Notes based on
Wrexham LANDMAP (adopted
November 2004), setting out
recommendations for each
Landscape Character area

Spectacular section of the River Dee at the entrance to the Vale of Llangollen,
including the Pontcysyllte aqueduct and Newbridge viaduct

Landscape context
The Dee Valley between Froncysyllte and Newbridge is one of several river valleys with
woodland and pasture which have been affected by industrial uses, past or present.  The
other landscape character areas of this type are Clywedog Valley (9a), River Alyn Valley
(9b) and Ffrith Valley (9c)

W r e x h a m  L a n d s c a p e  C h a r a c t e r  A r e a  G u i d a n c e

Dee Valley-Froncysyllte to
Newbridge summary

Key section of Dee Valley with
historic canal, rail, road and
Offa's Dyke crossings

Enclosed valley with scenic
views to west

Rural land uses but close to
industry and settlements

Important river, grassland and
woodland habitats

Focus for tourism and
recreation

Outstanding industrial
archaeology

map not to scale

Map of Dee Valley, Froncysyllte and Newbridge Landscape Character Area

L a n d s c a p e  C h a r a c t e r  A r e a  9 d

Key characteristics
Visual character:

Enclosed lowland valley with level
floodplain

Farmed and wooded character,
flanked by closely built 'urban
villages' of Cefn Mawr, Trevor and
Froncysyllte

Outstanding views to and from the
Pontcysyllte aqueduct, Cefn railway
viaduct, and nearby hills

Notable man-made embankment
carrying canal to aqueduct, which
helps to form 'gateway' in valley

Geological character:
Major river in natural channel

Alluvial valley floor with river

terraces, narrowing above
Pontcysyllte aqueduct

River cliffs near Trevor and
Newbridge cut into glacial drift and
underlying sedimentary strata

Froncysyllte is built on an outcrop
of limestone, with disused quarries
above the village

The valley, following faultlines,
separates the older Silurian rocks of
the Berwyn uplands from the younger
Carboniferous rocks of Ruabon
Mountain and its eastern slopes

Ecological character:
Lowland pasture, upland mixed ash
woodland and aquatic habitats of
very high value

Remainder is improved grassland
and farmland

Character Area boundaries should be considered transitional rather than precise
© Crown copyright. All rights reserved Licence No.100023429. 2006"
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Aims Guidelines
Identify, maintain and enhance significant views

Strengthen tree planting on edges of valley but maintain
selected views with visually exciting rural-urban contrast

Enhance recreational routes linking historic landscape features

Maintain integrity of landforms, including fluvial landforms,
and assess any new exposures 

Continue current management

Maintain and develop woodland corridors linking with adjoining
areas - refer to Green Network Strategy due March 2007.
Increase diversity in woodland structure, restrict grazing in
woodlands, and retain old/dead trees standing or fallen

Expand native woodland types (upland mixed ash woodland)
and replace conifers with broadleaves

Protect water quality, enhance river bank habitats and minimise
hard bank engineering such as canalisation and retaining walls. 
Manage canal banks for water vole - refer to River and Canal 
Habitat Action Plan and Otter Species Action
Plan  (part of Wrexham Biodiversity Action Plan)

Enhance lowland pastures through management

Diversify general agricultural land and enhance and extend
hedgerows preserve hedgerow trees and plant new ones

Protect and reduce disturbance to species in villages eg bats,
newts and birds, and retain trees, hedges and stone walls

No development on or near Offa's Dyke - contact Cadw

Preserve canal and associated structures - contact British 
Waterways

Preserve former quarries, tramlines, inclines, limekilns,
miners' cottages and other characteristic structures - refer
to Vale of Llangollen and Eglwyseg historic landscape
character assessment by Clwyd Powys Archaeological Trust

Assess and protect Wrexham Borderlands fieldscape Conserve
and manage historic features of Telford's Holyhead Road (A5)

Continue existing management strategies for Pontcysyllte /
Trefor / Ty Mawr Country Park

Support local history/culture initiatives 

Management guidance
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Overall management strategy:
Conservation and enhancement

Protect and retain
scenic and historic
landscape character

Maintain geodiversity
of area

Protect river and
associated habitats
and species 

Manage woodlands
for biodiversity

Increase wildlife value
of farmland

Protect wildlife in
villages

Safeguard industrial
archaeology and
earlier prehistoric and
medieval heritage

Promote understanding
and enjoyment of the
outstanding historic
industrial landscape
and setting

Historical character:
Historic crossing point - Offa's Dyke,
Shropshire Union Canal, railway

19th/20th century workers housing at
Trevor and Froncysyllte connected
with expansion of industrial
development which spanned the Dee
Valley, including limestone quarrying
and burning, industrial ceramics, and
development of the chemical industry
at Cefn Mawr

Cultural character:
Historic parks and gardens - Trevor
Hall and Argoed Hall

Part within Vale of Llangollen and
Eglwyseg Landscape of Special
Historic Interest

Tourism and leisure activities - Trevor
Basin, Pontcysyllte Aqueduct and Ty
Mawr country park

Well known artistic representations of
aqueduct, and literary references

All our information is available  in
accessible formats

For further information contact:
Planning Environment
Planning Department

Wrexham County Borough Council
Lambpit Street, Wrexham. LL11 1AR

Tel:01978 292019
www.wrexham.gov.uk/planning

© Wrexham County Borough Council 2007

Landscape sensitivity:
Very sensitive to any development
which might affect the setting of
Pontcysyllte Aqueduct and Cefn
Viaduct, and the scenic Vale of
Llangollen

Back



Wrexham Town 10
This is one of a series of Local
Planning Guidance Notes based on
Wrexham LANDMAP (adopted
November 2004), setting out
recommendations for each
Landscape Character area

Wrexham is a large thriving historic market town set on a lowland plateau, forming a
regional and local centre with strong cultural traditions

Landscape context
Buildings and other development are the dominant features of the landscape, with the
underlying physical landscape covered over or altered to a significant extent. The other
extensive area where this occurs is Wrexham Industrial Estate

W r e x h a m  L a n d s c a p e  C h a r a c t e r  A r e a  G u i d a n c e

Wrexham Town summary
Historic market town, regional
centre and transport nexus

Border town with Welsh and
English influences

Largest town in North Wales,
with many of the functions of a 
city

Located on a lowland plateau
surrounded by farmland,
historic estates and sand quarries

St Giles church tower is a
landmark seen from hills and
lowlands

Linked to ex-mining communities
as well as agricultural lowlands

Extensive post-war residential
estates

map not to scale

Map of Wrexham Town Landscape Character Area

L a n d s c a p e  C h a r a c t e r  A r e a  1 0

Key characteristics
Visual character:

Gently undulating terrain

Views to Ruabon and Esclusham
Mountain, purple, green or brown
according to season

St Giles church and Police 
headquarters are focal points

Central historic and retail core, 
surrounded by areas of non-
residential uses and remaining 
areas of older housing

Extensive outer areas of post-war 
and recent housing, including 
planned garden village estates, 
public housing and cul-de-sac 
modern estates

Acton Park is a remnant area of 
historic parkland with old parkland 
trees of high value

Geological character:
Located on the Wrexham Delta 
Terrace, a gently undulating lowland 
plateau of glacial sand and gravels 
sloping eastwards

The small River Gwenfro flows 
through Wrexham, joining with the 
River Clwyedog whose valley forms 
the southern boundary of the town. 
Parts of the Gwenfro are culverted

The town has expanded over well-
drained sandy loam soils, formerly 
good quality farmland

Ecological character:
Built areas of Wrexham town are of 
low ecological interest, but mature 
trees, gardens, open spaces, former 
industrial sites, ponds and rivers 
provide valuable habitats, with 
potential for improvement

Character Area boundaries should be considered transitional rather than precise
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Aims Guidelines
See Grosvenor Road, Salisbury Road, Fairy Road, Town 
Centre and Hightown Conservation Area assessments 

Protect and restore historic parkland of Acton Park and link 
with wider green network

Protect , restore and enhance the valley of the River Gwenfro
and link with other areas of green space within the town

Implement Green Network Strategy due March 2007 for
Wrexham town

Maintain integrity of glacial and fluvial landforms

Take opportunities to restore natural river channels and processes

Protect floodplains from development

Develop and enhance accessible natural greenspace in Wrexham

Preserve existing natural habitats, including brownfield sites
with natural regeneration

Refer to garden Habitat Action Plan in Wrexham 
Biodiversity Action Plan

Protect mature and veteran trees, and replant for the future

Retain and develop natural habitats along rivers

Archaeological intervention in advance of development in
core areas, including line of River Gwenfro

Preserve early street plan, and Scheduled Ancient
Monuments and Listed buildings

Development which would adversley affect the site or 
setting of Wat’s Dyke would not be permitted  - 
contact Cadw

Maintain original form of Wrexham Cemetery, with no
further inhumations within Dyke

Preserve the line of disused railways, and carry out further
studies of wider industrial landscape context

Carry out proactive conservation of historic townscape and
consider Open Heritage days

Encourage local history/community initiatives

Conserve significant transport features

Preserve surviving features associated with Gresford Colliery

Management guidance ( Refer also to Sub-Character Area Guidelines)

Disused railway lines, Acton Park and 
the River Gwenfro provide the largest 
natural habitats within Wrexham town

Bats, song thrushes, linnets and great 
crested newts are Biodiversity Action 
Plan species present within the town

Historical character:
Wrexham has medieval origins, with 
prehistoric and industrial archaeology 
also present

Wat's Dyke is a medieval military 
feature of outstanding importance 
which runs north-south, with some 
sections still visible

Focus for roads and railways, with 
several disused industrial railway 
lines still present

Wrexham Cemetery, on Watt's Dyke, 
is a Victorian cemetery on the Cadw 
Register of Parks and Gardens

Cultural character:
Cultural hub of county borough with 
strong educational, sporting, and 
commercial functions and a rich and 
varied architectural heritage

Gresford industrial estate is the 
location of the Gresford pit disaster of 
1934,one of the most serious 
industrial accidents in British history; 
nearby the pit-head wheel forms a 
memorial

Notable people from Wrexham 
include Elihu Yale, providing a 
connection to the US

Overall management strategy:
Conservation and Enhancement and Sustainable Development

Protect and enhance
local distinctiveness,
views, open space
network and quality
of townscape

Protect and restore
natural landforms and
processes

Preserve evidence
and increase
understanding of
Wrexham's
development and
archaeological
heritage

Conserve and
enhance biodiversity

Retain cultural
significance and
diversity of Wrexham

Landscape sensitivity:
Wrexham town is vulnerable to new
development which takes insufficient
account of existing character, scale,
physical characteristics, open space
network, archaeology or other factors.
It is very sensitive to the cumulative
impact of small changes which can
erode local distinctiveness.
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Wrexham Town Sub-Character Areas

The often distinct phases of
chronological development
within Wrexham Town have
allowed the division of the
area into 10 Sub-Character
Areas.
The pace and pressure for
change is generally high.
A more detailed list of
Guidelines have therefore
been included for each
sub area and are represented
on the following pages

© Crown copyright. All rights reserved Licence No.100023429. 2006
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Strategy for change:
Conservation
Restoration
Encouragement of diversity

Refer to existing Conservation 
Area Guidance and forthcoming 
Enhancement Proposals

Strategy for change:
Enhancement
Encouragement of diversity

Retain and strengthen public 
spaces with pedestrian and cycle
links radiating out to 
surrounding and outlying areas 
of Wrexham

Promote use of high quality 
design and high quality materials

Encourage innovative building 
design in scale with existing in 
an appropriate landscape 
setting

Break up extensive areas of car 
parking with trees and shrubs

Follow existing Conservation 
Area Guidance where relevant

Strategy for change:
Enhancement
Encouragement of conformity

Retain and enhance all areas of 
communal open space

Conserve building form, density 
and detailing

Resist loss of existing buildings

Follow Local Planning Guidance 
Note No 11 for Terraced Housing 
in Wrexham for building 
conservation and restoration

New housing to respect existing 
density, building form, building 
line, materials and boundary 
features of adjacent buildings

Retain original stone or brick 
boundary walls and varied 
copings, discourage 
replacements by fencing or 
alternative materials

OPPORTUNITY ACTIONS

Improve pavements and general 
conditions for pedestrians and 
cyclists

Encourage removal /rationalisation
of telegraph poles and 
unnecessary signage and 
'clutter'

Improve on-street parking where 
feasible, discourage parking in 
front gardens

Strategy for change:
Conservation
Restoration

Refer to existing Conservation 
Area Assessment, and 
forthcoming Enhancement 
Guidelines

1a Historic Core

1b Civic centre 

2a Traditional Terrace 

2b Pre World War 1 Suburban 
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Strategy for change:
Conservation
Restoration
Enhancement

Conserve and enhance existing 
highway verges and street trees

Require sensitive improvements 
and alterations to dwellings, 
which retain and recreate 
existing architectural detailing

Conserve low density of 
development and resist over-
development of plots or 
insensitive backland 
development 

Conserve existing stone or 
brick boundary walls

Conserve hedges

OPPORTUNITY ACTIONS
Enhance existing highway 
verges and street trees

Strategy for change:
Conservation
Restoration
Enhancement
Encouragement of conformity

Encourage retention and 
replacement of hedges 

Encourage retention of original 
'Arts and Crafts' design features 
to buildings and original 
landscape lamp posts, mature 
trees in grass verges

OPPORTUNITY ACTIONS
Look at alternative solutions to 
parking problems

Reinstate lost verges

Encourage cost-effective estate-
wide maintenance which protects 
and enhances important features

Improve conditions for pedestrians

Encourage traffic calming using 
materials appropriate to location

Improve conditions for pedestrians

Strategy for change:
Enhancement and/or redevelopment
Encouragement of diversity

Ensure that landscape/townscape 
issues are given early 
consideration in any proposals for 
enhancement or redevelopment

Retain old lamp posts, ensure 
new ones are at similar scale

Encourage rationalisation/removal 
of telegraph poles as opportunities
arise

Retain stone walls, ensuring 
repointing is done with a mortar 
mix weaker than the stone.  Use 
hedging rather than fences on 
top of stone retaining walls

Retain hedges (e.g. beech, privet),
but if replaced use timber palisade
rather than chainlink fencing. 
Where open plan front gardens 
are enclosed use hedging 
(preferable), or stained timber 
palisade fencing to match existing

OPPORTUNITY ACTIONS
Determine existing and required 
functions of areas of public open 
space and develop landscape 
accordingly

Clarify public/private boundaries, 
with planting, walls and fences

Where opportunities arise provide 

high quality detailing needed to 
give greater richness to 
streetscape, greater individuality to
localities, and to upgrade image of
area

Improve condition of narrow 
pavements

Create additional car parking 
areas where needed on edge of 
grassed open space, with 
surrounding planting

Use opportunities available in 
extensive areas of public open 
space to plant larger trees, provide
footpaths and cycleways

Enhance all areas of open space 
to give areas more interest and 
identity streetscape, greater 
individuality to localities, and to 
upgrade image of area

Strategy for change:
Enhancement and/or redevelopment
Encouragement of diversity

Promote alterations which help 
break up scale of buildings, help 
integration into surroundings and 
improve image

Replace losses in public open 
space as often as required

OPPORTUNITY ACTIONS
Enrich landscape with high 
quality street furniture where 
appropriate
Use colour to break up scale of 
buildings
Encourage planting on balconies
Intensify planting in public open 
space
Resurface pedestrian paths with 
high quality materials

3a Interwar Suburban 

4b Hightown Flats 3b Interwar planned suburbans 

4a Early Post World War 2 Estates
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Strategy for change:
Enhancement
Encouragement of diversity

Introduce large trees where 
possible which will contribute 
more to future amenity than 
'garden' size trees.  

Encourage use of alternative 
hedging species to reduce 
future problems with fast-
growing Leyland and Lawson 
cypresses

Provide landscape buffer for 
new developments on the edge 
of the countryside and 
incorporate former countryside 
features into new development. 
Provide links into surrounding 
countryside as well as links 
into existing urban areas

In new developments, consider 
road layouts which depart from 
the standard guidelines to 
encourage innovative housing 
schemes which are not 
designed around the car

Encourage planting of street 
trees and boundary hedges in 
new developments

OPPORTUNITY ACTIONS
Look for opportunities to 
increase pedestrian and cycle 
linkage between cul-de-sacs to 
reduce the dominance and 
impact of the car

Introduce large trees where 
possible

Strategy for change:
Enhancement
Redevelopment (some)
Encouragement of diversity

Retain the best of the existing 
landscape in new developments, 
including areas of ecological 
interest (even if not designated), 
hedgerows, stone walls, 
watercourses and any other 
features of historic or other value

Keep the use of security fencing 
to a minimum, particularly 
palisade fencing, if fencing is 
necessary use dark green colour 
or black, with posts of the same 
colour.

Maintain and create links into 
surrounding housing and the 
town centre, using opportunities 
for separate footways/cycleways 
and also new bus stops/shelters 
which are attractive, safe and 
comfortable to use

Retain and protect existing 
mature trees and Integrate large 
retail developments into 
townscape by use of recessive 

colours for walls and roofs, and 
large scale tree planting.  
'Green roofs' may be an option 
for the future.  Break up 
rooflines to reduce apparent 
scale (e.g. old 'sawtooth' factory 
roofs with northfacing lights are 
energy efficient and fit in with 
scale of domestic roofs)

Avoid large scale cut and fill 
operations which destroy the 
original landform and create 
unnatural cuttings and 
embankments.  Consider split 
level developments as an 
alternative

Maintain a landscape buffer 
zone next to watercourses and 
water bodies

Introduce new planting where 
appropriate

OPPORTUNITY ACTIONS
Break up extensive car 
parking areas with tree and 
shrub planting and contrasting 
surfacing

Plant replacement trees

5 Mixed Non-Residential 4c Recent Estates 

© Wrexham County Borough Council 2006

All our information is available  in
accessible formats

For further information contact:
Planning Environment
Planning Department

Wrexham County Borough Council
Lambpit Street, Wrexham. LL11 1AR

Tel:01978 292019
www.wrexham.gov.uk/planning
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Wrexham Industrial Estate 11
This is one of a series of Local
Planning Guidance Notes based on
Wrexham LANDMAP (adopted
November 2004), setting out
recommendations for each
Landscape Character area

Wrexham industrial estate, separate from Wrexham town because of its origin as a
World War II ordnance depot, forms a large 'island' of development within the
countryside, its light-reflecting buildings visible from the hills.

Landscape context
The industrial development dominates the landscape, with the underlying physical
landscape covered over or altered to a significant extent. 

The estate puts Wrexham on the national and international map.  Its separate location
allows the town of Wrexham to be relatively free of unneighbourly industrial land uses
but creates access problems.

W r e x h a m  L a n d s c a p e  C h a r a c t e r  A r e a  G u i d a n c e

Wrexham Industrial Estate
summary:

Extensive area of mixed
manufacturing and business
uses

Located on site of WWII
munitions depot, formerly
farmland

Visible from afar, many of the
buildings dwarfing the human
scale

Very valuable species-rich
grassland, scrub and wetland
habitats

Major focus for employment,
separate from Wrexham town

map not to scale

Map of Wrexham Industrial Estate Landscape Character Area

L a n d s c a p e  C h a r a c t e r  A r e a  1 1

Key characteristics
Visual character:

Urban built land, mixed industrial
development

Some massive buildings which can
be seen from far distant viewpoints

Relatively flat with a network of
small streams, ditches and ponds

Set within lowlying pastoral
farmland, and incorporating former
hedgerow oak trees

Geological character:
Located within a large area of deep
glacial till which extends south and
east of Wrexham

The eastern part of the industrial

estate is within the flat landscape of
the Dee Terraces but the western
part is more undulating, with a
greater resemblance to the Welsh
Maelor topography

The character area drains in a south
easterly direction via the River
Clywedog to the River Dee, and
small parts of the industrial estate
are within the floodplain

Much made-up land, some
contaminated; original soils are
heavy and seasonally waterlogged

Ecological character:
Small watercourses, ditches, and
ponds are frequent, providing good
habitats for water voles, great
crested newts and other aquatic
species. Wetland with rushes and

Character Area boundaries should be considered transitional rather than precise
© Crown copyright. All rights reserved Licence No.100023429. 2006
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Aims Guidelines
Develop as industrial estate in semi-natural setting

Refer to latest Landscape and Environmental Study (April
2005)of estate for guidance on improvement of visual and
environmental coherence

Retain or provide landscape buffer between estate and
farmland

Retain or provide landscape buffer between industry and
residential buildings

Encourage high standard of design of new buildings, and use of
recessive colours to reduce visual impact

Refer to WCBC Landscape & Industrial Development Local
Planning Guidance Note No. 26

Refer to Green Network Strategy due March 2007

Maintain integrity of fluvial and glacial landforms and assess
new exposures
Conserve or restore natural watercourses and landforms where
possible

Refer to Derelict and Industrial Land Habitat Action Plan (part of
Wrexham Biodiversity Action Plan) and maintain biodiversity
interest in areas of unused or derelict land

Develop green network strategy to retain and link areas of
valuable open space

Plant native trees and maintain mature and veteran trees,
carry out management of Erlas Black Wood 

Protect species: grizzled skipper, newts, bats and birds

Manage road verges and grasslands as hay meadows 
subject to highway restrictions

Preserve WW2 munitions factory remains in setting

Promote historical research and an oral history of the estate
from WW2 onwards

Retain and re-use remaining ordnance buildings 

Consider conservation area designation for Pentre Maelor 

Management guidance
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reed mace swamp are found,
important in filtering polluted runoff
from the estate

The River Clywedog is an important
aquatic habitat but its quality is
compromised by runoff from industrial
areas

Large but declining areas of species
rich neutral grassland of high
biodiversity value on unused land

Includes area of semi-natural
broadleaved woodland (Erlas Black
Wood)

Historical character:
20th century military features from
WWII ordnance depot (buildings,
bunkers, disused railway lines,ditches,
roads) which largely obliterated the
original land use pattern

A few prewar buildings and field
boundaries survive amongst recent
industrial infrastructure

Cultural character:
Since WWII, a major focus for
employment, in production,
processing, and distribution, plus
business and retail

Evidence of rapid 20th century
changes from agriculture to depot to
industry within living memory

· Attractive post-war planned
residential estate at Pentre Maelor,
within industrial area

Overall management strategy:
Sustainable development and enhancement

Enhance setting of
estate and mitigate
visual impact on
wider surroundings

Minimise impact of
development on
natural landforms and
drainage

Preserve archaeological
heritage

Minimise impact of
development on
areas of high
biodiversity value

Conserve cultural
heritage

All our information is available  in
accessible formats

For further information contact:
Planning Environment
Planning Department

Wrexham County Borough Council
Lambpit Street, Wrexham. LL11 1AR

Tel:01978 292019
www.wrexham.gov.uk/planning

© Wrexham County Borough Council 2007

Landscape sensitivity:
The estate is sensitive to development
of industrial plots which does not take
into account the potential loss of
biodiversity and cultural heritage, or the
impact on amenity and economic
status of the estate
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Dee / Ceiriog Wooded Valley  12a
This is one of a series of Local
Planning Guidance Notes based on
Wrexham LANDMAP (adopted
November 2004), setting out
recommendations for each
Landscape Character area.

Scenic wooded valley of the River Dee and tributaries, with spectacular road, rail and
canal crossings but limited public access

Landscape context
The largest of a number of small enclosed wooded valleys within the rural Eastern
Lowlands of Wrexham.  The only other large enough to form a separate character area is
the Wych Valley
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Dee / Ceiriog Wooded Valley
summary

Steep sided and enclosed
sections of the River Dee and
River Ceiriog valleys, shared
with North Shropshire

Dominated by broadleaved and
coniferous woodlands, with
some pasture land

Spectacular road, rail and canal
crossings enhance the scenic
qualities and provide views

Strong seasonal contrasts

Much in estate ownership with
limited public access

map not to scale

Map of Dee / Ceiriog Wooded Valley Landscape Character Area
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Key characteristics
Visual character:

Enclosed valley with mixed
woodlands and pasture, incised into
the Welsh Maelor estate landscape

Character contrasts strongly with
adjoining areas

Former clay pit, now intrusive landfill
site, at Pen y Bont, is being restored 
to original contours

Visually outstanding Chirk aqueduct
and rail viaduct are together a
significant tourist attraction

Geological character:
River cliffs of red sandstone where
Dee and lower Ceiriog have cut down
through overlying glacial till nto bedrock
are of interest - the stone has been
used locally as a building material 

Ecological character:
River Dee is an outstanding aquatic
habitat (designated as SSSI) with
associated wet woodland

Extensive woodland habitats of high
and moderate value including
upland oak woodland, mixed and
broadleaf plantation woodlands

Some improved grassland and
farmland

Historical and Cultural
character:

Partly within Wynnstay, Penylan,
and Erbistock Estates, all on Cadw
Register of Historic Parks and Gardens

River crossings are important for north-
south communications and transport

Character Area boundaries should be considered transitional rather than precise
© Crown copyright. All rights reserved Licence No.100023429. 2006
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For further information contact:
Planning Environment
Planning Department
Wrexham County Borough Council
Lambpit Street, Wrexham. LL11 1AR
Tel:01978 292019
www.wrexham.gov.uk/planning
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Aims Guidelines
Maintain, manage and increase  tree cover

Identify significant views including those towards and from
designed landscape features, and protect or restore

Minimise visual and noise impact of traffic where possible

Replace coniferous trees with native broadleaved trees 

Increase diversity in woodland structure and retain old/dead
standing or fallen trees

Restrict grazing in woodlands

Protect hydrology of wet woodland sites

Extend woodlands and reduce fragmentation

Maintain morphological integrity particularly river cliffs and
fluvial landforms in accordance with SSSI
recommendations, and assess new exposures

Preserve in situ Wynnstay and other designed estate features 
and seek to reinstate original design intent, where in decline 
or degraded

Carry out further desk and field studies of non-parkland areas

Protect and enhance built features and setting of historic
crossings 

Encourage links to adjoining areas and access for all

Management guidance
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Landscape sensitivity:
This landscape character area is
narrow and linear and sensitive to
inappropriate development on it’s
margins. Widening of road crossings
would also have a detrimental impact.
The future of the area depends on the
long-term management of the
adjoining estates

Overall management strategy:
Conservation

Retain and enhance
existing visual
character

Enhance biodiversity
of woodlands and
pasture

Preserve and restore
historical features

Maintain integrity of
landforms

Improve recreational
accessAll our information is available  in

accessible formats

© Wrexham County Borough Council 2007 Back



Wych Valley 12b
This is one of a series of Local
Planning Guidance Notes based on
Wrexham LANDMAP (adopted
November 2004), setting out
recommendations for each
Landscape Character area.

An enclosed, hidden and picturesque valley on the Cheshire border with scattered
farms in a wooded pastoral landscape

Landscape context
One of a number of small enclosed predominantly wooded valleys within the rural Eastern
Lowlands of Wrexham.  The only other large enough to form a separate character area is
the Dee/Ceiriog Wooded Valley

W r e x h a m  L a n d s c a p e  C h a r a c t e r  A r e a  G u i d a n c e

Wych Valley summary
Hidden, picturesque and
unspolit valley of the Wych
Brook

Incised and intricate valley
landform

Unintensive pastoral farmland
with woodland on steeper
slopes

Nature conservation value -
ancient woodland, species-rich
grassland, hedgerows, trees
and scrub

Scattered farmsteadings and
cottages in red brick

Winding lanes, difficult access

map not to scale

Map of Wych Valley Landscape Character Area
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Key characteristics
Visual character:

Tranquil and enclosed lowland
valley  with mosaic of  woodland
and pasture

Picturesque views, particularly from
the English side of the valley (where
it is designated as an Area of
Special County Value)

Scattered red-brick farms reached
via small winding roads and tracks

Tallarn Green is a quiet village, of
linear form, which follows the edge
of the Wych Valley

Geological character:
The Wych Brook, a tributary of the
River Dee, has eroded deeply into
glacial drift consisting of areas of till
(boulder clay) and sands and

gravels. The middle section,
between Lower Wych and Dymocks
Mill is narrowest and deepest

The drift lies over Triassic rocks of
the Cheshire Plain, including salt
beds, which were exploited until the
late 19th century

Ecological character:
Area of high biodiversity value with
unintensive farming, hedgerows and
hedgerow trees, and remnants of
lowland pasture, rush pasture, and
upland mixed ash woodlands

The edges of the valley grade into
the general farmland of the English
Maelor, characterised by a high
density of field ponds

Character Area boundaries should be considered transitional rather than precise
© Crown copyright. All rights reserved Licence No.100023429. 2006

adopted March 2007



Aims Guidelines
Maintain, manage and increase  tree cover
The area is particularly sensitive to built development or 
conversions which are not in harmony with existing built 
character

Maintain integrity of landforms and assess new exposures
Maintain morphological integrity of fluvial landforms

Increase diversity in woodland structure and retain old/dead
trees, standing or fallen
Expand upland ash woodlands habitat
Maintain woodland corridors

Carry out studies to determine survival of watermills and
related features, conserve and manage
Preserve surviving features and buildings of Tallarn Green
and examine its associated wider landscape
Conserve and manage structures and deposits associated
with medieval and later salt workings

Management needs to reflect / anticipate social and
agricultural change

Management guidance
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Historical character:
Ridge and furrow remnants, part of
the Wrexham Lowlands area with
medieval open fields, and areas of
semi-natural ancient woodland

Remains of water-powered mills from
the 19th century which were once used
for corn grinding

Evidence of former salt workings

Cultural character:
Agricultural area with dispersed
population on Welsh-English border

Overall management strategy:
Conservation

Conserve visual
qualities and
tranquillity

Conserve
geodiversity

Conserve historic
landscape features

Conserve biodiversity

Sustain farming For further information contact:
Planning Environment
Planning Department
Wrexham County Borough Council
Lambpit Street, Wrexham. LL11 1AR
Tel:01978 292019
www.wrexham.gov.uk/planning
All our information is available  in
accessible formats
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Landscape sensitivity:
An enclosed small scale landscape sensitive to development or landuse change
which could detract from or erode its rural character
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This is one of a series of Local
Planning Guidance Notes based
on Wrexham LANDMAP (adopted
November 2004), setting out
recommendations for each
Landscape Character area.

L a n d s c a p e  C h a r a c t e r  A r e a  1 3 a

13a

Welsh Maelor summary:
Undulating, mainly pastoral
lowland farmland

Well-managed hedges with
hedgerow trees and small
woodlands

Historic designed estates 
influence a large propotion of 
this area

Field ponds abundant on
areas with clay soils

Historic settlement pattern
with remnants of medieval
ridge and furrow

Erddig estate important for
tourism, recreation, nature
conservation and heritage

Wat's Dyke runs north-south
through area

Patches of valuable semi-
natural habitats, especially in
Clywedog valley

Affected by urban pressures
and economic changes to
farming

Landscape context
This lowland rural area is similar to the English Maelor and Dee Terraces, and to the
Cheshire and North Shropshire Plain beyond the Wrexham boundary.  However it is
geographically and historically separated from the English Maelor by the River Dee,
and former administrative boundaries, and is currently more affected by proximity to
urban areas

Attractive undulating lowland farmland to the south of Wrexham town and west of the
River Dee, containing a number of large estates

map not to scale

Map of Welsh Maelor Landscape Character Area 

Character Area boundaries should be considered transitional rather than precise
© Crown copyright. All rights reserved Licence No.100023429. 2006
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Key characteristics

Visual character:
Good views to the hills and over
the Dee Valley from higher
ground

Undulating estate farmland with
mosaic of farmland and trees (N.
and S. areas) and undulating
open farmland in the central
area

Designed parks and gardens

Generally an abundance of well
managed hedgerows and
hedgerow trees

Traditional red brick
farmsteadings but many barns
now converted to residential
uses

Tranquillity and landscape
quality affected by A483 and
pylons to west

Geological character:
Deep deposits of glacial drift
overlie bedrock of Carboniferous
and Triassic age

Glacial till (boulder clay) covers
a large part of the character
area, with glacial sands and
gravels found mainly in the area
immediately to the south of
Wrexham town, and in the river
terrace on which Eyton Grange
is situated

The area drains to the Clywedog
in the north and to the River Dee
in the east and south

Ecological character:
The River Clywedog valley south
of Wrexham town has a diverse
range of valuable semi-natural
habitats including wet
woodlands, lowland meadows
and nationally important
wetlands (especially for
invertebrates) with areas of fen
sedge, herb-rich swamp and
rush pasture

Farm orchards are now rare, but
a valuable old orchard survives
at Erddig

Semi-natural upland mixed ash
woodlands, other broadleaved
woodlands and plantations are
characteristic of the northern
and southern areas, forming a
mosaic of woodland and
farmland. Mixed plantations are

also found in the south

Although most grassland is
improved, remnants of high
value neutral grassland survive
in the central and northern areas

The Welsh Maelor has valuable
remnants of estate parkland or
wood pasture with mature and
veteran trees - a Biodiversity
Priority Habitat

Field ponds are frequent, and
valuable for wildlife

Historical character:
Medieval military feature - Wat's
Dyke earthern bank and ditch cuts
across farmland

Widespread evidence of medieval
open fields - ridge and furrow
remnants of the Wrexham Lowlands

Important designed parklands on
Cadw Register at Erddig, Wynnstay
and Brynkinalt, as well as Penylan,
Erbistock and Rosehill

Non-planned settlement with
medieval origins at Gyfelia and
Crabtree Green

19th/20th century ribbon
development at Marchwiel

Disused Ellesmere railway

Remnants of former ordnance depot
at Parkey area south of Wrexham
Industrial Estate

L a n d s c a p e  C h a r a c t e r  A r e a  1 3 a
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Cultural character

Still predominantly agricultural,
with dispersed farms

Farmsteads and villages
affected by commuter pressure,
with residential conversions and
new housing

Sense of place - Erddig and
Wynnstay in particular

Wynnstay Estate once culturally
dominated the southern part of
the Welsh Maelor but the
buildings of the core area are
being converted to residential
accommodation, enabling 
restoration of the Grade 1
Capability Brown pleasure
gardens

High level of recreational use in
Erddig and Clywedog Valley,
and extensive network of small
lanes and rights of way in all
parts except Wynnstay

The northern part, nearest to
Wrexham drains into the River
Clywedog, and has a high proportion
of land belonging to the estates of
Erddig, Marchwiel, Bryn y grog and
Cefn Park. This area is particularly
valuable for nature conservation and
informal recreation.

The southern part also has a high
proportion of land in former or
existing estate management, including
Wynnstay, Penylan and Brynkinalt.
Some of these estates also extend
into the Dee-Ceiriog Wooded
Valley landscape character area.

The central part is generally open
farmland with dispersed farms and
hamlets where former estate
influence is weaker. It includes a
small semicircular flat area around
Eyton Grange which is a terrace of
the River Dee.
Attractive undulating lowland
farmland to the south of Wrexham
town and west of the River Dee,
containing a number of large estates.

The Welsh Maelor can be subdivided into 3 areas:

Welsh Maelor - North Central and South

All our information is available  in
accessible formats

For further information contact:
Planning Environment
Planning Department
Wrexham County Borough Council
Lambpit Street, Wrexham. LL11 1AR
Tel:01978 292019
www.wrexham.gov.uk/planning

Landscape sensitivity
The traditional Welsh Maelor landscape
is very vulnerable to continuing
development and recreational
pressures, to economic changes
which threaten traditional farming,
and from land use practices and
development which do not take
historical landscape features into
account.
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Aims Guidelines
Promote replacement planting of hedgerow trees, particularly oaks and ash to ensure perpetuation of
characteristic landscape

The area is particularly sensitive to the  'suburbanisation' of farm steadings - resist

The character of rural villages and their settings are particularly sensitive  to new development

Encourage Village Design statements by local residents

Areas for Horsiculture are to conserve traditional field boundaries and avoid the proliferation of 
fences, structures and buildings within the countryside, where this would erode character

Protect estate landscapes and estate-influenced landscapes and consider Cadw listing of stone
boundary walls and other significant designed landscape features not protected at present

Protect fieldscape and areas of medieval ridge and furrow

Increase awareness and appreciation of historical landscape character 

Preserve surviving features in designed landscapes and avoid subdivision or development of parklands

Prevent woodland regeneration on Wat's Dyke and Erddig Motte and Bailey

No development on or near Wat's Dyke - contact Cadw

Preserve Gyfelia field boundaries

Preserve by record medieval features at Crabtree Green

Preserve disused railway,  relate to wider industrial landscape

Maintain integrity of landforms, including glacial and fluvial landforms, and assess new exposures
Maintain high pond density, restore and enhance ponds.Protect species associated with ponds, eg 
bats, newts, water vole, lesser silver diving beetle

Enhance river bank habitats and minimise hard bank engineering; such as canalisation and retaining 
walls; protect otters and water voles

Refer to River and Pond Habitat Action Plans and Otter Species Action Plan of Wrexham Biodiversity
Action Plan

Restrict drainage in wetland sites

Enhance and expand wood-pastures and retain veteran trees and fallen timber

Protect wood-pasture from agricultural intensification

Diversify general agricultural land and enhance and extend hedgerows

Develop green networks to link fragmented habitats and species

Maintain arable headlands and wide field margins

Enhance and extend orchards and preserve historic fruit varieties

Maintain, expand and link fragmented native woodlands

Replace coniferous trees with native broadleaved trees in woodlands and increase diversity in
woodland structure and retain old/dead standing or fallen trees

Restrict grazing in woodlands

Protect and manage lowland meadows and enhance lowland pastures

Encourage cattle grazing in rush pastures

Maintain historic appearance of area, encourage local businesses

Support National Trust initiatives

Develop strategy for sympathetic new build in rural villages

Preserve local distinctiveness, in particular agricultural buildings

Management Guidance

Overall management strategy: 
Conservation and sustainable rural development

Protect and enhance
historic landscape

Conserve rural character

Preserve geodiversity

Conserve and manage
ponds and other aquatic
and wetland habitats

Enhance and restore
biodiversity of historic
parklands
Manage farmland for
nature conservation

Preserve rural heritage and
encourage sustainable rural
development

Manage grassland to
increase biodiversity

Conserve and manage
woodlands

© Wrexham County Borough Council 2007
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English Maelor
This is one of a series of Local
Planning Guidance Notes based
on Wrexham LANDMAP (adopted
November 2004), setting out
recommendations for each
Landscape Character area.

An area of undulating lowland farmland and small villages which retains
evidence of historic landscapes and of alternating English and Welsh influence

L a n d s c a p e  C h a r a c t e r  A r e a  1 3 b

English Maelor summary:

Large character area defined
by strong English influence

Undulating, mainly pastoral
lowland farmland 

Relatively tranquil rural area

Well-managed hedges with
hedgerow trees and small
woodlands

Historic designed estates with
the western half being a 
Landscape of Special Historic 
Intersest

Field ponds abundant on
areas with clay soils

Historic settlement pattern
with moated settlements and
remnants of medieval ridge
and furrow

Patches of valuable semi
natural habitats

Current agricultural changes
affecting character

map not to scale

Map of English Maelor Landscape Character Area 

13b

Character Area boundaries should be considered transitional rather than precise
© Crown copyright. All rights reserved Licence No.100023429. 2006

Landscape context
This area is similar to the Cheshire and North Shropshire Plain beyond the
Wrexham boundary, but the cultural landscape is characterised by a mixture of
English and Welsh influences.  The other areas within the Wrexham
Agricultural Lowlands landscape type are the Welsh Maelor to the west of the
River Dee and the Dee Terraces to the north

W r e x h a m  L a n d s c a p e  C h a r a c t e r  A r e a  G u i d a n c e
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Key characteristics

Visual character:
Gently undulating lowland
farmland between 10 and 100 m
above sea level, with small
linear woodlands along streams

Enclosure by abundant, usually
well-managed hedges and
hedgerow trees, and by
landform, but good views from
higher ground towards western
hills

Gredington, Bettisfield, Iscoyd
and Emral Parks form enclosed
private areas, but estate
influence is widespread

Small rural villages 

Geological character:
Landform reflects deep deposits
of materials left after the Ice
Age, over Triassic sandstones 

Meres and mosses with glacial
origin, including Hanmer Mere

Soils derived from glacial till are
slow draining and heavy

Areas of glacial sands and
gravels are more hummocky and
dissected, such as the area
around Eglwys Cross.  Deep
and well drained sandy loam
soils are found in these areas

Drainage is to the River Dee, via
the Emral and Wych Brooks

Ecological character:
Mainly 'improved' grassland and
farmland, but with valuable
hedgerows and hedgerow trees

Abundant field ponds derived
from marl pits or clay pits

Other aquatic habitats of high
value including canal, meres
and streams

Areas of parkland and wood
pasture with mature and veteran

trees of high value

Broadleaved, conifer and mixed
plantation woodlands

Historical character:
Extensive areas of medievalstrip
fields and ridge and furrow with
associated moated sites,
preserved under pasture

Designed parkland/gardens on
Cadw Register of Parks and
Gardens (Bettisfield Hall Park,
Gredington Park, Iscoyd Park)
and others not on Register
(Emral, Bryn-y-Pys)

Settlements of medieval origin -
Overton, Penley, Hanmer,
Worthenbury, Bronington

Widespread occurence of
English place names with 'green'
(Tallarn Green, Horseman's
Green, Lightwood Green)

Former Ellesmere and Whitchurch
railway and Shropshire Union
Canal, with associated
settlement at Bettisfield

Site of Gwernheylod Banks Iron
Age promontory fort near Overton

L a n d s c a p e  C h a r a c t e r  A r e a  1 3 b
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Aims Guidelines
Conserve and manage character and setting of parkland associated with Gredington Park, Iscoyd
Park and Bettisfield Park

Retain and restore stone boundary walls and other built historic parkland features

The character of rural villages and their setting are particularly sensitive to new development

Carry out replacement planting of hedgerow trees, particularly oaks and ash to ensure perpetuation
of characteristic landscape

Areas for Horsiculture are to conserve traditional field boundaries and avoid the proliferation of 
fences, structures and buildings within the countryside, where this would erode character

Maintain integrity of landforms, including fluvial landforms, and assess new exposures
Maintain morphological integrity of glacial landforms

Refer to River and Pond Habitat Action Plans and Otter Species Action Plan of Wrexham Biodiversity
Action Plan

Replace coniferous trees with native broadleaved trees in woodlands, increase diversity in woodland
structure, retain old/dead standing or fallen trees, restrict grazing

Enhance and expand wood-pastures and retain veteran trees, protect from agricultural intensification

Maintain and develop woodland corridors.

Enhance and extend orchards and preserve historic fruit varieties

Protect, manage and enhance lowland pastures, encourage cattle grazing in rush pastures

Maintain and develop green networks, including hedgerows

Maintain arable headlands and wide field margins

Consider Tir Gofal agreements and cross compliance measures to enhance biodiversity
Preserve in situ surviving remnants of historic parklands, avoid subdivision

No further development or groundworks on moated sites

Evaluate archaeology in advance of development, carry out assessments to tie in field systems with
villages, link sites with wider historic landscape

Refer to Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust’s Maelor Saesneg historic landscape study which
includes the following recommendations:

Conserve and manage:
historic bridges, milestones and other structures associated with road improvements in the 18th
and 19th centuries
medieval road pattern and post-medieval townscape of Overton

defences and interior of Gwernheylod Banks Iron Age promontory fort near Bryn-y-Pys
buried archaeological deposits associated with early settlement history of 'green' settlements at
Lightwood Green, Penley and Tallarn Green
palaeoenvironmental deposits and sediments preserved below or near late glacial meres in the
Gredington, Bettisfield, Eglwys Cross areas
structures and deposits relating to the early history of settlement at Bettisfield
structures and building relating to the history of the canal and railway and evidence of associated
rural industries
setting, parkland, gardens, buildings and other structures associated with Iscoyd Park and
Whitewell lodge, Emral, Gredington, Bettisfield
buildings, leats, millponds and other structures associated with watermills

Management of rural areas needs to reflect/anticipate social and agricultural change.
Provide low-key record of Polish Hospital, liaise with members of Polish community and RC church

Preserve historic character of rural villages, encourage existing local history initiatives

Promote sustainable greenways through countryside, avoiding main roads

Management Guidance

Preserve local distinctiveness

Preserve and restore
historic designed
landscapes

Conserve landscape pattern

Retain, manage and expand
woodland habitats

Respect historic landscape
character and historic
landscape features

Support cultural heritage

Preserve geological
features
Conserve wetland habitats 

Enhance ecological value
of farmland

Overall management strategy: 
Conservation and sustainable rural development

L a n d s c a p e  C h a r a c t e r  A r e a  1 3 b
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Cultural character
On Welsh border with strong
links to Whitchurch, Malpas and
Ellesmere

Pre-1974, a detached part of
Flintshire

Predominantly agricultural
landuse, but many farmsteads
undergoing conversion to
residential use

Network of footpaths and minor
roads throughout the area,
including Maelor Way

Penley Polish Hospital was an
adapted WW2 US army hospital,
now in industrial or residential use

The western part has been
designated by Cadw as a
Landscape of Special Historic
Interest.  With heavier soils, and
traditional pastoral agriculture,
many areas of medieval ridge
and furrow, moated settlements,
and other features have been
preserved.

The eastern part has areas of
lighter, sandy soils, and more of
it is in arable cultivation. It is
generally more variable in
character, particularly near
Fenn's Moss and Bettisfield.

These subdivisions are only
general - Clwyd-Powys
Archaeological Trust's Maelor
Saesneg Study has identified a
total of 17 detailed historical
character areas within the same
area.

The English Maelor can be subdivided into 2 main areas:

All our information is available  in
accessible formats

For further information contact:
Planning Environment
Planning Department
Wrexham County Borough Council
Lambpit Street, Wrexham. LL11 1AR
Tel:01978 292019
www.wrexham.gov.uk/planning

Landscape sensitivity
The integrity of the traditional
English Maelor landscape is
vulnerable to economic changes
which threaten traditional farming,
and to development of land use
practices which do not take
historical landscape features into
account.
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Dee Terraces 13c
This is one of a series of Local
Planning Guidance Notes based on
Wrexham LANDMAP (adopted
November 2004), setting out
recommendations for each
Landscape Character area.

Extensive flat rural lowland, with scattered farmsteadings and expanding villages,
above the level of the Dee floodplain

Landscape context
This area, within the agricultural lowlands landscape type, is similar in many ways to the
Cheshire and North Shropshire Plain beyond the Wrexham boundary but is characterised
by its flatness, although it lies above the River Dee floodplain.  The other areas within this
landscape type are the English Maelor to the east of the River Dee and the Welsh Maelor to
the west

W r e x h a m  L a n d s c a p e  C h a r a c t e r  A r e a  G u i d a n c e

Dee Terraces summary
Low-lying, flat, intensively
farmed landscape

Field ponds, roadside and field
ditches common

Abundant hedges and
hedgerow trees

Dispersed farms, hamlets and
villages, often built in red brick

Holt is built at an ancient
crossing point on the Dee

Horticultural and intensive
farming uses surround Holt on
grade 1 farmland

Rural character under pressure

Loss of tranquillity near A483

map not to scale

Map of Dee Terraces Landscape Character Area

L a n d s c a p e  C h a r a c t e r  A r e a  1 3 c

Key characteristics

Visual character:
Uniformly low-lying flat open
farmland with long views where
hedgerows permit

Field pattern is medium to large
scale, with fields regular and semi
regular in shape

Dispersed pattern of attractive
villages, hamlets and farms,
traditionally of red brick

Rural villages - Rossett and Holt,
both under development pressure
weakening character

A483 is a physical barrier and
source of noise

Geological character:
The Dee terraces have been formed
from fluvioglacial drift consisting of
till (boulder clay) and alluvial
deposits. The eastern edge of the
terrace is defined by a low scarp

At Holt the River Dee cuts through
the Chester Pebble Beds (red
sandstone), which has been
quarried for local building stone. 
South of Holt Castle, two river
terraces can be seen. The Castle,
castle quarry site, and terraces
are designated or potential
Regionally Important Geological sites

Soils are mainly derived from glacial
till, with general grade 3 agricultural
land classification

Character Area boundaries should be considered transitional rather than precise
© Crown copyright. All rights reserved Licence No.100023429. 2006
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Aims Guidelines
The character of barns and farmsteads are particularly 
sensitive to residential conversion - resist
Areas for Horsiculture are to conserve traditional field 
boundaries and avoid the proliferation of fences, structures and
buildings within the countryside, where this would erode character

Maintain integrity of landform and assess new exposures

Maintain and enhance ponds
Maintain and enhance hedgerows - allow development of
new hedgerow trees
Protect species associated with farms eg bats, barn owls,
swallows and swifts

Encourage preservation of surviving landscape features
Carry out field and desk study of ridge and furrow, mills,
leats, communications and wider landscape
Assess villages - Holt, Isycoed, in wider context i.e. field
systems, lanes
Preserve town structure of Holt, evaluate in advance of development
Maintain existing character of Rossett, consider
Conservation Area status

Support existing local community initiatives

Management guidance
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Rossett , Burton and Holt are built
on better drained areas with grade 2
sandy and coarse loamy soils

Around Holt the agricultural land is
the best in Wrexham, classified as
grade1 

Ecological character:
Much of area is agriculturally
improved grassland, intensively
farmed with some arable cultivation,
of little biodiversity interest apart from
green network of hedges and mature
hedgerow trees 

Abundant ponds, formerly marl pits,
are of high value

Small areas of woodland including
mixed sycamore, ash and oak
woodland, and wet woodland of high
value. Some plantations

Remaining areas of lowland pasture
are of high value, with a distinctive
area of small strip fields at Common
Wood characterised by damson
blossom in spring 

Rivers, streams and abundant field
and roadside ditches providing
aquatic habitats of high value

Historical character:
Part of Wrexham lowlands
characterised by relict medieval open
field systems with ridge and furrow

Important designed gardens at Trevalyn
Hall and Trevalyn Hospital

17th century water mill at Rossett
plus the later Marford Mill are
prominent buildings

Planned settlement with medieval
origins at Holt, above ancient river
crossing point

Pre-19th century dense scattered
settlement at Isycoed

Rossett, Trevalyn, Burton - mainly
19th/20th century settlements, with
planned settlement at Greenfields

Overall management strategy:
Conservation and sustainable rural development

Conserve rural
character

Preserve geodiversity

Preserve and evaluate
archaeological heritage

Manage farmland for
increased biodiversity

Maintain and support
cultural character

Cultural character:
Attractive rural villages of Rossett
and Holt, popular with commuters

Part of wider Welsh Maelor cultural
area, with declining role of traditional
agricultural land uses and increasing
commuter influence

Easily accessible area strongly
affected by transport routes

All our information is available  in
accessible formats

For further information contact:
Planning Environment
Planning Department

Wrexham County Borough Council
Lambpit Street, Wrexham. LL11 1AR

Tel:01978 292019
www.wrexham.gov.uk/planning

© Wrexham County Borough Council 2007

Landscape sensitivity:
The integrity of the Dee Terraces
landscape is highly vulnerable to
continuing development and recreational
pressures, and to economic changes
which threaten traditional farming

Back



River Dee Floodplain 14
This is one of a series of Local
Planning Guidance Notes based on
Wrexham LANDMAP (adopted
November 2004), setting out
recommendations for each
Landscape Character area.

Open flat floodplain of the River Dee, across which the river meanders
widely in a deep channel, with spectacular seasonal flooding in some areas

W r e x h a m  L a n d s c a p e  C h a r a c t e r  A r e a  G u i d a n c e

River Dee Floodplian
summary

Open flat farmland with pasture
and arable use

Little or no settlement other
than at Bangor on Dee

Extensive seasonal flooding

The River Dee and its
tributaries are of national
importance for both geology
and biodiversity

The river meanders widely,
forming a shifting boundary
between Cheshire and Wrexham

map not to scale

Map of  River Dee Floodplain Landscape Character Area
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Key characteristics

Visual character:
Open, flat lowland with lines of trees

Fields are mostly large and semi
regular, enclosed by fences, thorn
hedges, occasional lines of trees
and often ditches

Great contrast between normal
conditions and times of seasonal
flood, when natural forces predominate

Flooded landscape is visually
exciting, with trees and sky reflected
in flooded fields - may be perceived
as beautiful, or alternatively as
threatening

Some spectacular views of floods,
although viewpoints are limited

Holt and Bangor-on-Dee are rural
villages partly surrounded by
floodplain

Geological character:
The Dee is a major river following
a natural course with SSSI

designation between Holt and
Worthenbury because of its meanders,
alluvium and river terrace deposits.
Active erosion and deposition cause
the river to change its course over time

Alluvial soils, with agricultural
classification mostly grade 3

Ecological character:
Majority of the character area is
improved pasture and arable
farmland, some seasonal flooding

The river is of European importance
for biodiversity especially otters, fish
and invertebrates

Fragmented remnants of species
rich lowland meadow are of
outstanding ecological value

Valuable wetland habitats include
ditches, and small areas of reedbed
and swamp 

Willows and alders, plus other
native trees, often line river banks,
although the native Black Poplar
normally associated with floodplains,
is very rare

Character Area boundaries should be considered transitional rather than precise
© Crown copyright. All rights reserved Licence No.100023429. 2006
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Aims Guidelines
Enhance naturalness of floodplain and provide and
enhance viewpoints

Restrict structures and buildings which visually effect the 
openess and simple character of the floodplain

Maintain morphological integrity of fluvial landforms

Maintain morphological integrity of landforms and assess
new exposures

Maintain floodplain grazing marshes, maintain ditches and
avoid drainage of wetland sites

Enhance river bank habitats and minimise hard bank engineering

Refer to River Habitat Action Plan and Otter Species Action
Plan of Wrexham Biodiversity Action Plan

Protect and extend lowland meadows - reinstate hay meadow
management, reduce grazing intensity

Diversify general agricultural land and enhance and extend
hedgerows

Increase diversity in woodland structure, extend woodland
corridors, and retain old/dead trees standing or fallen

Keep arable headlands and wide field margins

Carry out field study to determine survival of ridge and
furrow,  mills, leats, roads, railways and their significance in
the wider landscape 

Evaluate prior to development in historic core of Bangor Is y-coed

Preserve in situ disused railway line

Monitor changes in land use in Maelor Saesneg Landscape
of Special Historic Interest, encourage management plans
for scheduled sites through Cadw

Encourage preservation of ridge and furrow through Tir
Gofal and other agreement

Conserve sediments in old river cut-offs which are of
palaeoenvironmental significance

Preserve historic role and appearance of Bangor on Dee,
encourage local history initiatives.

Support traditional farming

Encourage appreciation of role of river and floodplain
through education

Enhance recreational opportunities and restore or create
new sustainable links across river

Management guidance
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Small mixed woodland plantations and
broadleaved woodland on valley edges

Historical character:
Bangor-on-Dee (Bangor-is-y-coed) is
a non-planned settlement with
medieval origins

Ridge and furrow  remnants from
medieval open field systems are
visible, with areas to the east of the
River included in the Maelor
Landscape of Special Historic Interest
(Cadw designation)

Traditionally, land use was pasture,
with farmsteadings sited outside
floodplains

Cultural character:
The principal cultural attribute is the
race-course at Bangor-on-Dee, the
only one in North Wales, and an
important element in the regional
equestrian economy

Site of early Medieval monastery at
Bangor-on-Dee, with massacre
recorded by the Venerable Bede

Part of wider English and Welsh
Maelor lowland agricultural area
which is undergoing changes

No settlement in floodplain other than
Bangor-on-Dee, and holiday cabins
and caravans at Almere

River Dee forms a barrier to
movement, with historical road
crossings at Holt, Bangor on Dee and
near Overton

Overall management strategy:
Conservation

Conserve distinctive
visual qualities

Maintain natural
processes

Increase nature
conservation value of
floodplain farmland

Conserve and
enhance wetland and
aquatic habitats

Preserve historical
landscape

Conserve cultural
heritage of floodplain 

For further information contact:
Planning Environment
Planning Department

Wrexham County Borough Council
Lambpit Street, Wrexham. LL11 1AR

Tel:01978 292019
www.wrexham.gov.uk/planning

All our information is available  in
accessible formats

Landscape sensitivity:
The Dee Floodplain landscape is
vulnerable to economic changes which
threaten traditional farming, and to
climatic change which could affect the
frequency and extent of flooding and
necessitate further visually intrusive
flood prevention measures

© Wrexham County Borough Council 2007 Back



Fenn’s Moss  15
This is one of a series of Local
Planning Guidance Notes based on
Wrexham LANDMAP (adopted
November 2004), setting out
recommendations for each
Landscape Character area.

Uninhabited extensive flat lowland moss surrounded and enclosed by a
mosaic of small fields and conifer plantations
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Fenn’s Moss summary

Uninhabited flat lowland moss
extending into England

Heathland or bog vegetation

Small fields and conifer
plantations on fringes

Outstanding importance for
nature conservation

Potential for archaeological
discovery

map not to scale

Map of Fenn’s Moss Landscape Character Area

L a n d s c a p e  C h a r a c t e r  A r e a  1 5

Key characteristics

Visual character:
Open landscape of outstanding
value - sense of 'wilderness' and
wide horizons unusual for a lowland
area

The moss is separated from
surrounding lowlands by 
contrasting small scale area of
reclaimed pasture, conifer
plantations (currently being reduced
in extent) and natural regeneration
of birch and Scots pine

Geological character:
Large peat deposit of Fenn's and
Whixall Moss, with glacial till on
margins

Where cultivated on margins, the
soil is deep and peaty with earthy
topsoil with a slight risk of wind
erosion

Groundwater over Fenn's Moss is

controlled by ditches and sluices,
with drainage to the River Severn
(this is the only area in Wrexham
which doesn't drain to the River Dee)

Ecological character:
Fenn's Moss is designated as a
Natural Nature Reserve/Site of
Special Scientific Interest, and is
managed by the Countryside
Council for Wales jointly with
English Nature

Habitats include dry lowland heath,
lowland acid grassland and wet
woodland of outstanding
importance, together with lowland
pasture and lowland acid grassland
of high value, and areas of purple
moor-grass

Canal and pond are aquatic habitats
of high value

Habitats on the margins of the moss
include spruce/pine plantation,
mixed conifer/broadleaved
plantation woodland and dense scrub

Character Area boundaries should be considered transitional rather than precise
© Crown copyright. All rights reserved Licence No.100023429. 2006
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Aims Guidelines
Avoid any built or visually intrusive development on moss or
within its setting
Retain small scale diversity of surrounding wooded and
farmed areas

Maintain morphological integrity of landform and assess
new exposures

Maintain geomorphological integrity of peat deposits

Refer to Lowland Bog Habitat Action Plan within the
Wrexham Biodiversity Action Plan

Refer to Canal Habitat Action Plan within Wrexham Biodiversity
Action Plan

Maintain and enhance habitats (purple moor-grass, wet
woodland, dry lowland heath, lowland acid grassland)

Maintain high water table for wetland sites

Reduce coniferous woodland on moss

Preserve peat deposits, end further peat cutting

Preserve current water saturation, preserve surviving
evidence of enclosure, drainage, peat cutting and
processing, including repair and maintenance of factory and
machinery

Conserve structures associated with the use of the mosses
by the military

Maintain line and structures of disused railway, discourage
colonisation by scrub

Preserve Shropshire Union canal and associated structures
(British Waterways).

Continue present joint Countryside Council for
Wales/English Nature management as National Nature
Reserve, including interpretation, education and recreational
access

Management guidance
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Historical and Cultural
character:

Of outstanding value for potential
preservation of archaeological
remains in peat, former peat diggings,
pools and ditches, former peat
extraction and processing factory

Unique way of life and memories of
wartime uses by the military, and of
peat digging, are now fading

Small scale farming and plant
nurseries on reclaimed moss land

Small industrial area at Fenn's Bank
(Mereside Industrial Park) with
adjacent  lagoons used for fishing 

Shropshire Union Canal and disused
Ellesmere and Whitchurch railway line
are recreational routes across Moss

Overall management strategy:
Conservation

Preserve existing
landscape 

Preserve geodiversity

Preserve
archaeological features

Enhance and restore
lowland bog

Continue existing
management

For further information contact:
Planning Environment
Planning Department
Wrexham County Borough Council
Lambpit Street, Wrexham. LL11 1AR
Tel:01978 292019
www.wrexham.gov.uk/planning

All our information is available in
accessible formats

© Wrexham County Borough Council 2007

Landscape sensitivity:
The Moss is sensitive to the
introduction of any features which
might detract from its special qualities
of remoteness, openness, naturalness
and wildness

Back




