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SUBJECT: Creative Hub, Old Library

WARD: Grosvenor

1 PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

1.1 To update Members on the refurbishment works for the Old Library Building
which will become “Wrexham Creative Hub”.

2 INFORMATION

2.1 The Old Library is a landmark Grade Il listed building in the heart of Wrexham
City Centre, with significant heritage appeal and was built as a Carnegie two
storey library and lecture hall in 1907. The building served as Wrexham'’s public
library until 1973, when it later became Council Offices.

2.2 The OId Library building has lacked any purpose since becoming vacant which
is a real shame given it is such a significant building situated in a prominent
location.

2.3 In September 2023 Executive Board acknowledged this great opportunity to

breathe new life into the building and transform it into a thriving hub of activity
in the heart of Wrexham City Centre and approved the Old Library building stay
in Council ownership and supported the opportunity to transform this underused
asset into a thriving Creative Hub that benefits the city’s residents and
businesses, whilst ensuring it contributes towards the delivery of the city and
the region's strategic vision & objectives that will drive a positive transformation
to Wrexham'’s city centre.
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The delivery of this creative hub will transform a currently disused Grade Il listed
building within Wrexham City Centre into a new, vibrant destination. The
building sits in the heart of the City Centre located on Queens Square which is
established as the leisure, entertainment and hospitability destination, through
the Placemaking Plan. This is a great opportunity which will see the Old Library
become a key feature for the city — providing a creative innovative hub for the
people and businesses of Wrexham.

Transforming this landmark building into a creative hub, the Old Library can
become a focal point for the UK City of Culture 2029 bid. As well as supporting
the wider regeneration of Wrexham and drawing in businesses, locals and
visitors, for unique and enriching experiences.

The cultural offer in Wrexham has increased significantly since Wrexham Year
of Culture in 2011. Refurbishing the OId Library and redeveloping it into a
creative hub enables work opportunities for a growing cohort of creative
professionals in the area. Redeveloping the Old Library into a creative hub will
generate inward investment, engagement in education, development of new
technologies and creative activities to support Wrexham’s economy. Skilled
people will be attracted here and home-grown talent will stay and develop their
careers capitalising on Coleg Cambria’s creative courses and Wrexham
University’s school of Creative Arts and Centre for the Creative industries.

The creative industries are hugely important to Wales’ economy and culture.
According to 2021 data, 35,400 people were employed by 3,423 businesses
who make up the creative industries sectors in Wales, an increase of 6.4% from
2018, while the industry generated an annual turnover of £1.7 billion in 2021, an
increase of 14% from 2017.

In 2021 Wales saw the busiest period of TV and Film Production activity ever,
with over 24 productions shooting across Wales between May to October.

The Government’s recently published Creative Industries Sector Vision sets out
plans to grow the creative industries by £50bn and support a million more jobs
by 2030.

Welsh Government set up Creative Wales in 2020 to support the creative
industries in Wales; to harness the creative sectors; drive growth and help build
a prosperous future. WCBC continue to engage with their Creative Industries
Team for advice to connect our team within the sector as well as businesses to
foster new opportunities; knowledge; resources; investment in ideas to assist us
in creating a thriving and successful creative economy in Wrexham.

Also in coordination with the council’s Placemaking Plan aspirations, it allows
the opportunity to develop a key existing building and create new activity in that
area of the city centre. This allows an opportunity to deliver a landmark,
centrally-located accelerator hub, engaging the entire local community in the
creative industry, and attracting new businesses to the city centre, and helping
to sustain existing local businesses and nurture the city’s creative talent pool.



212

213

2.14

2.15

2.16

217

2.18

Being able to offer and facilitate progression routes and potential employment
within the creative industry is a key output for this project.

Championing the development of a creative Hub in the city centre is also a
critical step closer towards increasing the necessary infrastructure that will
support Wrexham’s aspiration to apply again to be City of Culture in 2025 for
2029 to align with the objectives of the City of Culture and provide the city with
a legacy cultural destination.

The Old Library is a building of architectural merit with a beautiful exterior. This
is also reflected within many parts of the interior, with a good portion of original
internal features still present. However over the years the building has been
adapted and as a result of these changes have impacted the spatial integrity
and aesthetic coherence of the building with spaces looking tired and in need of
refurbishment. The building requires substantial modernisation to become fit
for contemporary use and to meet contemporary accessibility standards. There
is limited access to the ground floor and no step-free access to the first floor.

The project will cost just over £4 million, with funding secured from Welsh
Government Transforming Towns and SPF. Renovating this building using
grant capital funding accessed from various grants was an opportunity not to be
missed.

The project will be led by the Chief Officer for Economy and Planning, with an
established multi-disciplinary Project Team to oversee and manage the delivery
of the scheme together with external partners, Lawray Architects, SP Projects,
Reads Construction, WSP, MEP and Conservation consultant.

There are also a number of sub-groups established to take forward elements of
this refurbishment of which one is a Commercial Group which is planned to meet
in February 2025 to manage the marketing of the lettable spaces and café area
within the building and more information around the marketing of the building
will be shared in the New Year.

The Council Project Management Toolkits will be completed throughout and this
project will be reported through the Project Management process within the
Council.

« Lawray Architects were appointed in June 2024.

+ Reads Construction appointed September 2024 to undertake the major
refurbishment of the building in a phased approach;

» Soft strip out of the building will commence 30 September until mid-
November.

» Main contract of works to start on site after securing all permissions for
Planning and Listed Building Consent.

* Anticipated completion date end of September 2025.

To facilitate the refurbishment works Reads construction have acquired part of
the upper and lower Guildhall car park - visually there is a hoarding erected
around the OId Library to separate the public from the building site. The
footpath between the Old Library and Lambpit building will be required to be
closed off to public as part of the works and to ensure public safety.
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The Guildhall car park forms part of the works compound. This means that
parking spaces have been reduced, however the number of disabled spaces
have been increased and re-located. We appreciate this may cause some
inconvenience but we ask for your understanding and patience as we look to
bring this Grade Il Listed Building in the City Centre back into public use as a
creative digital hub.

The refurbishment of the Old Library will focus on preserving the architectural
integrity of the building, while adapting it to serve as a new Creative Hub for
Wrexham. Key elements of the design have included:

Conservation of historical features

Internal reconfiguration

New glass extension

Improved thermal performance and energy efficiency
Accessibility enhancements

The vision is to create a flexible, energy efficient, creative hub that mixes culture,
technology and sustainability. The projected longevity of the newly refurbished
building will be a key contributing factor to the property’s sustainability and to
ensure the heritage and architecture of the Old Library is enjoyed for many years
to come.

The addition of a contemporary glass extension to the rear of the Old Library is
a central element of the design, providing a new café space that will serve as a
social and collaborative area for the Creative Hub users and wider community.
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The refurbishment of the building also presents a valuable opportunity to
enhance the building’s thermal performance and energy efficiency. These
improvements are designed to reduce the building’s environmental impact,
lower operating costs and provide a more comfortable environment for users.
The refurbishment places a strong emphasis on creating an inclusive
environment that is accessible to all members of the community.

The Creative Hub will support a sustainable approach to the delivery of creative
business activities. Starting with the proposals to repurpose an existing building
this will result in reduced emissions and bring a building back into use. We will
include wherever possible renewable energy sources, work with contractors to
have zero waste; recycling opportunities etc.

In line with the Wrexham Town Centre Masterplan vision to become an
attractive, distinctive and accessible 21st century city centre where people want
to live, learn, work, visit and invest, this project will ensure that Wrexham builds
on its many strengths and raises the profile of the area, acting as a catalyst for
future growth that ensures the city centre is a vibrant and viable place.

The material selection for the Old Library refurbishment has been carefully
considered to balance the preservation of the building’s historical integrity with
the introduction of modern elements that enhance functionality, durability, and
sustainability. Externally most materials will be to match existing, with most of
the works to be refurbishment or repair.

This refurbishment acknowledges both the importance of this civic landmark,
whilst at the same time sees the introduction of a modern glass extension, with
its sleek steel glass structure and high-performance materials, provides a
distinct yet complementary addition that enhances the building’s usability and
ensures its relevance for future generations.
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The new Creative Hub will stand as a vibrant centre for innovation and culture
in Wrexham, fostering creativity in a space that is both historically rooted and
forward looking.

The creative industries has been one of the fatest growing parts of the Welsh
economy for a number of years and its direct contribution to the Welsh economy
is significant.

The sector doesn’t just create jobs and wealth it contributes to a strong national
brand and helps to promote Wales and its culture and talent to the world. A
creative society in its widest sense promotes well-being and a more inclusive
society.

As seen in other towns and cities, the development of a creative hub, can be
the catalyst that stimulates interest and investment from businesses, for the
wider benefit of the area.

The Creative hub will bring vibrancy to the city centre by creating an exciting
alternative to the traditional retail offer, which will complement the current
surrounding retail market and will bring a new meaning to what a shopping
centre is and how it serves the community. This will also create a USP for the
city and help to cement Wrexham as the cultural heartbeat of North Wales.
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